[7 Avqusr, 1923.]

this Chamber would only act upon their per-
sonal promptings, knowing the position of
Western Australia, they would unite in doing
cverything possible to increase the production
of this State, not only in the direction of ag-
riculture but also in every other direction.
There can be no two opinions as to where the
obligation lics to find some money to recom-
pense Western Australia for the amnual loss
with which the State is faced as a partner in
the Australian Commonwealth. I only hope
that the Minister for Industrics will do a8 he
promised last session, namely, bring down a
Bill to establish the Council of Industrial De-
velopment upon 8 more acceptable and a per-
manent basis, When that has been dene, let
all parties in this House devote, not ome or
two or three hours, but if necessary two or
three weeks, to making the Federal Govern-
nent realise their obligation to assist us as a
voung, struggling, and undeveloped State.

On metion by Mr. Latham debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 8.49 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MELVILLE RESERVOIR,
DISMISSALS.

HUGHES asked the Minister for
Works: 1, How many men have been em-
ployed on the Melville reservoir? 2, How
many men were dismissed during the last
week? 3, For what reason were the dismissals
made? 4, If it i3 necessary to put men off
temporarily, would it net be possible to dis-
tribvte the time off equally amongst the
men?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{for the Minister for Works) replied:
1, 110, 2, Nine men stood down for ome
week; four men transferred to another work.
3., The excavation being practically comp-
pleted. 4, No. Preference is given to
married men,

Mr,
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QUESTIONS (2)—ROAD MAKING,
Width of Feeder Roads.

Mr., LATHAM ngked the DMinister for
Works: 1, Is it a faet that feeder roads
16Tt Gin. wide are heing cleared te the pro-
posed  Narembeen-Merredin railway? 2, Ia
he aware that it is impossible to get up-to-
date machinery along these roads: 3, Wil
he issuv instructions to have these roads
cleared 22ft., as has always been done pre-
vigusly !

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Works) replied: 1, Yes.
2, No. I, Answered by No, 2.

Group Settlement Facilities.

Mr., PICKERING asked the Dremier:, 1,
In view of the almost impassable nature of
the roads to several group settlements, will he
state what steps he purposes taking to place
the roads in a rondition to facilitute and
cheapen transport? 2, To what vote is the
cest of providing rond fucilities to groups to
b eharged?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Such steps as
are possible at reasonable cost. Roads are in
most enses new, and require time to consoli-
date. 2, Devclopment of agriculture.

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
WESTONIA.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Premier: 1,
Has the land on ““Sheet 6, locations near
Westonia, Yilgarn District,’’ heen opened
for selection? 2, If so, how many applica-
tions for these blocks have been aproved?
3, Is it a faet that the Agricultural Bank
will not advance to the selectors of these
areas? 4, Are the reasons given by Agricul-
tural Bank officers correet, namely, that the
subdivision is outside the first and second
zone of railways coustructed or authorised?
3, Will he authorise advances to be granted
on this area equal to those advanced on ad-
joining areas, seeing that if the present Ben-
cubbin line were linked up with the railway
system either at Merredin, Carrabin, or Buli-
finch, this area would be within the 1214
mile limit? 6, Has his attention been drawn
to the survey of this area with regard to
facility for the transpert of products?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Six.
3, Yes. 4, The Agricultural Bank trustees
have refused to advance on land more than
1214 miles from existing railways until they
receive an assurance of provision of raijway
facilities within a reasonable period. 5, This
is a matter for the trustees alone. &, No.

RETURN—RATILWAY COAL SUPPLIES.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, ordered—That
a return be laid upon the Table of the House
showing:—(1} The weekly coal erders {ton-
nage) by the Railway Department to each of
the following mines (separately): Proprie-
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tary, Co-operative, Westralian, Cardiff, and
Premier, amd the sapplies received by the
Ratlway Department from the above men-
tioned mines (separately) from 6th January,
1923, to 28th .July, 1923, (2) The tonnage
amount of coal from Eastern States to the
Railway Department from 6th January to
2sth July, 1923,

ADDRESS-IN.-REPLY.
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from 2nd August.

My, LATHAM (York) [4.38]: 1 do not
intend fo make a long speceh on the Address-
in-ceply beenuse there is a gireater necessity
to-day for work than for talk. The State de-
nuds from almost everyone a good deal more
work to assist in every way, not only in the
direction of production, but also in helping to
nake a saccers of the schemes launched by
the figvernment to create a favourable name
for Weatein Australia thronghout the world,

Mr, Underwood: I do, and I think every
Governmenft migration scheme?

My, LATHAM: I do, aud I think every
seciion of the House agrees with the scheme,
too. Whether we agree with the details is
a different matter.  An ‘active migration po-
liex and land settlement constitute two of the
main planks of the Government'’s programme.

My, Underwood: Do you intend to stand on
vour own at the next cleetion?

Mr. LATHAM: Of course the Country
Party will stand on their ewn and we are
entitled to do so. We are entitied to reap o
ghare of the success of the policy of the pre-
sens Government.  The migration scheme is
not altegether what we would like it to he.
There are, and will be, mistakes in all big
schemes. This migration scheme is a gigantie
aetivity., A little assistunee and adviee to the
Minister controlling it will be of advantage.
Mistakes are being made. In my opinion tha
officials in London are not doing the job they
were sent Home to de. Not suflicient care is
exereised in the selection of migrants. If that
were not so, it would he impossible to get men
here who are physically unfit for the work
thev are asked to do. We know that imper-
sonation takes place. I de not agree with the
statement that the whole of the prople coming
out are not satisfactory and are not physie-
ally fit. The majority of them are satisfac-
tory. T have had opportunities of seeing many
of {hem in the country districts,

Mr. Munsic: Where did the statement come
from that the whole of the migrants are wn-
satisfactory?

Mr. LATHAM: The statement emanated
from several sources, I will not say who made
the statement. We know very well some of
the wigrants coming to Western Austealia are
not quite desirable, bnt when we express our
opinions on that matter, we should rensider
the language we use.

Mr. .T. Thomsen: Heur, hear!

Mr, LATHAM: The Lewder of the ©op-
position made a statement oa the subject and
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the member for Claremont [ Mr. .i. Thomsan)
said le did not desire any correction, as he
intemded to express his own ideas. We must
be most careful in our statements. Very fow
of the migrants are physically unfit. A mis-
take, however, is being made by sending the
people direet to the land. The Government
should try to settle Western Australians first.
TE we find work for them, they will assist the
Government to provide work which will absorb
the migrants coming to our shores. Tt will be
a diffieult matter to settle all these people, but
fean point out to the Government some
means by which we can settle the whole of the
peopie on the land.

Mr. Marshalt: Can some of them Dbe
placed in the York district?

Mr. LATHAM: There is littte land in the
York Jlistrict not nsed to its fullest extent.
Thers is some and T will deal with that later.

Mr, Heron: You are getting pretty close
t election time to make sneh statements now.

Mr. CATHAM: Tf we go in for a sound
immigration poliey, it will fill our wvacant
spaces nud promote our industries, We must
get our primary industries under way betore
we can expeet to make substantial progress
with our secondary industrics., Western Aus-
tralin has spent o vast sum of money in pro-
viding transport facilities and in making
roads, We shall have to spend a tremendous
lot more. Vast sums have been expended in
providing railways and water supplies, but we
shall have to spend still more. If we arc to
sottle people who will fill our vacant spaces, it
will provide one means of making these faeili-
ties pny interest and sinking fund.

Mr. Underwood:  Where arc these vacant
spaces von refer to?
Mro LATHAM:

spaces.

My, Underweod:

My, LATHAM:
the wheat areas.

Capt. Carter:
unused.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so. There is plenty
of Crown land available, and there are vacant
apaces to be filled in the Esperance district, In
seme cases we must provide means of aecess
to these areas.

Capt. Carter:
Settlement Bill?

Mr. LATHAM: T know considerably more
about closer settlement than the hon. member
and I dlefy him to prove that T have not sup-
ported it.

Me, Marshall: The Leederville electorate is
more closely settled than your distriet.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so, and T wish that
the member for Leederville (Capt. Carter),
could unload some of his constituents in the
country areas.

Mr, U'nderwoor:
tlers in York
Bili?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, land can be purchased
in the York district more cheaply than sim-
itar Jlangd can he bonght in the Eastern States..

There are many vacant

Where are they?
In the South-West and in

And there is a lot of land

Why not support a Closer

Can yon place more sot-
withont a Cleser Settlement
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Mr. Wilsen: But the migrants have not the
money to make such purchaves,

Mr. LATHAM: Then for gooduess sake,
et us get people who have money,

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear!

Mr, LATHAM: Not sufficient encourage-
ment is given to people with money to come to
Western Australin. We advertise ourselves too
cheaply in London.

Mr., Underwood :
gell your block.

Mr. LATHAM: I would not sell my
blork for anything the hon. member might
offer.  What | want to see, is some of our
laml put to better use than it ig fo-lay. If
we are to have n suceessful immigration
pelicy, we must watch our finanees, we must
be uble to show the people in Great Britain
thar we are not going to overtax them when
we get them out here.  Members might well
stiely  the return whieh “fRerutator™ pub-
listed in the “Weat Austrelian’’ a little
wuile age, when he made a comparisen be-
tvoen Western Australio and Queenslaml.

Hon, P. Collier: He may not be an auth-
ority.

Ar. LATHAM: From ‘f Serutator’'s ™’
fisures we find that when we get a big turn-
over in ome year we are actually driving
capital awax, whereas the Labour Govern-
ment in Queensiand are prepared to encour-
ag. the people of that State to stay theve.

I suppose you waut to

Mr, Marshall: That §s wise administra-
tion.
Mr. LATHAM: Tn Queensland taxation

docs not reach the height familiar to us in
Wostern Australia.  People here are selling
their property and going te Vietoria, where
they will not Le so bighly taxed.

Capt. Carter: Selling hipr estntes to East-
ern capitalists.

Mr. LATHAM: XNothing of the sort! Tor
the most part they are splitting up hig es-
tates and selling them in bloeks.  “*Sern-
tatar’’ shows that in Queensland a taxable
income of £300 pays 11d., while one of
£12000 pavs 41d. Tan New South Wales a
taxable income of £330 pars 154, and one of
£12,000 payxs 23'%4d., whereas in Western
Australia one pays 3%d. on an income of
£500, and 53d. on one of £12,000.

('apt. Carter: We do not want to over-
trx our small men.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so, but neither
should we overtax those men who will invest
moaney in the State, At present there iz every
inducement for men of capital to leave the
State and invest their monev in the Eastern
States. Not only do we require to he care-
ful in the selection of our migrants, bt we
should exercise care in their despateh also.
Tt is inadvizahle fo have men sent out here
during the wvinter months, Rather should
tley be sent out when we can absorb them in
the agricultural industry, at seeding time
and harvest.

Mr. Munsie: And what will happen to
them in the slack time?

Mr. LATHAM: They will have a chance
to get settled in billets before the slack time
is upon thenmi. At present we have sensonal
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unemployment, on top of which we are re-
ceiving  shiploads of migrants. If  the
migrants arrived here duriug the summer aud

ers would he disposed to retain them through
the slack scason; hLut g farmer requires a lot
of inducement to take on new and untried
men during the winter. We often hear of
farmers in want of cheap labour. Why, the
worst labour a farmer can hire, is the man
who knows onothing shout farming! Farmers
have plaeed mow chuoms in charge of their
teams, the men have left the teams in the
paddock, somtething has ocewrred to frighten
the horses, and as a result valuable machi-
nery has heen damaged. Farming machivery
is oo eostly to be entrusted to the care of
wen without knowlalee,  Taken as a whole,
the fartees bive done a groat deal for the
assistanee of the immigration pelicy. It is a
mistake (o fhink ¢1at (he farmer sees in that
poliey g laige influx of cheay lahonr, The
chonpest tabonr of all #s thut labour which
will serve best.  Expert lahar at €4 per
week is mauch cheaper than that, at 30 shil-
ling«, of men who have just arrived from an-
other country,  Apain, it is of no use the
Government  thinking they can economically
Mace, even in group settlvments, new arrivals
without previous training. For a consider-
able time it is impossible for those men to
carn 10%, a day. Yet they are paid 10s. a
day, and so the land is over-capitalised, and
will have to be written down.

Hon, P, Collier: That is what happened
to the Solliers’™ Hettlement Scheme.

Mr. LATITAM: T do not wish to eriticise
without offering something constructive. It
would pay the Government handsomely to
send  eontractors down the Soufh-West tfo
clear that land in a big way. Then we could
oive the nweweomers the lighter work of burn-
ing off.

The Mnister for Agricalture: You wonld
put the newcomer on the land without any
teaininge whatever.

Mr., LATHAM: Nothing of the sort. All
I say is, let ws give them the easier work to
start with,

Hen. P. Collier: Tn any case, clearing is
not much of a training for a farmer.

AMr. LATIHAM: Certainly not, Still, it all
helps him in the acquirement of local know-
ledge. While T always champion the farmers,
I must admit there are in the State a few
wha do not give tie newly arrived migrant a
fair deal.  When they get him ont they set
him at root picking and keep him at it until
he is abrolutely fed-up. Still, such farmers
are few and far hetween.

AMr. Underwood: Tf the new-chum knows a
‘“hotter ‘ole’' he can go to it

Mr. LATHAM: The hardest employer of
all 15 the migrant who has heen here a little
time aml is clearing by contract. He gets
new arrivals sent up to him, and he sees to it
that thev carn their money.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf he be contract clearing,
he must get value for the wages he pays.

Mr. LATIIAM : Admittedly, but, as T sa¥,
he is the hardest employer of all. We require
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to send newly arrived migrants to farmers of
repute. I have known new-chums serene in the
belief that they were going on to a beautiful
farm, when as a natter of faet they were
being sent out to a clearing contract. T
should like to see land made available for our
own young people, who as established farmers
would readily assist the igrants and train
them for the land. The Government are noi
doing sufficient to place our own young people
on the land.

Mr. Heron: Where would you get the land?

Mr, LATHAM: There is a counsiderable
arca along the coast between Raveusthorpe
and Esperance, good agricultural land which
will produce more quickly than any other land
we have. It is isolated, certainly, but it
would be just as profitable to spend a million
of money putting in the necessary railways
there as it would be in any other part of the
State.

Mr, Corboy: Do you know that a lot of
that land is taken up!

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, some of it in dis-
tricts that have scarcely ever been visited by
a white man, It was taken up unider pastoral
lease, but if it be declared an agrienltaral
area the seclector is free to go in there.

Mr., Marshall: You would not get this Gov-
crnment to permit a selector to go on pastoral
land.

Mr. LATHAM: T am convinced that this
Government will do as much for land settle-
ment as would any other Government. It
would have been wise if the Government had
acquired some of the land along the Great
Southern and established groups there. Land
there ¢an be bounght for very much less than
it can be acquired elsewhere, Its price would
run from £4 to £12 per acre. It is good
citrous country, entirely suitable for dried
froits, and in addition is magnificent dairy
country. Nothing could he better for closer
settlement. If the Goverument were to por-
chase some of the properties down there, they
could show the adjoining people the land’s
capabilities, and at the same time place many
of those who are logking for land to-day.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Have they not the Avon-
dale estate?

Mr. LATHAM: There is only some 1,800
acres of it left.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Government worked it.

Mr. LATHAM: Which is not to say that
they made a success of it. However, I should
be pleased to see the Government try the
remainder of the estate under closer settle-
ment,

Mr. O’Loghlen: That land was purehased
for £4 per acre, before the big prices came.

Mr, LATHAM: Land has greatly in-
ereased in value because we have Eastern eapi-
tal buying land in this State at prices
from 25 per cent. to 50 per cent. below
those paid in the Eastern States. When, a
little while ago, I said we had a great many
vacant spaces, I was referring particularly
to our light laxd. T appreciate very much
the establishment of a light-land farm by the
Minister for Agriculture,
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Member:
distriet.

Mr. LATHAM:

Tt is not going to be in your

I do not eare where it is
to be established. I am content that it
should be established. There are so many
varieties of light land that the Minister will
have to be careful not to set up experiments
that will mislead the farmers. He can get 2
hundred farmers who have made a success of
light land. There is in my distriet, between
Bruce Rock and Wickepin, a man who put
into the pool 7,000 hags of wheat grown on
light land.

The Minister for Agriculture: [s that
I"inklestein?
Mr, LATHAM: XNo. Finklestein is an-

other good cexample. The man [ have in
mind is Buttesworth, who farms all light
landl, If farmers engaged on Hght land
were taken to one of these furms so that they
could see for themselves the class of land and
hour from the farmer himself what he g do-
ing, how he is working his land and how he
is fertilising it, they would have an examnple
to follow. I have heard people talk of mak-
ing a suecess of light land, but there are so
many varieties of light land that we muat
be careful, wheu using the term, not to mis-
lead the public. I lope the Minister for
Agriculture will not stop after establishing
onc farm; I lhope he will see his way to es-
tublish several light-land farms. The failure
of farmers on light land has not always been
due to the farmers themsclves. Frequently
they havc been hold np by departmental offi-
cers for super and machinery, and this has
been the cause of a great many failures. I
hope the Minister will start light-land farms
in various purts of the State. Lf he estab-
lighes one in the York electorate I shall be
pleased, but if he does not I shall not be dis-
appointed, so long as he takes active steps to
educate the people tu the use of this land, I
am convineed that some day cvery acre of this
land will be utilised. It could be utilised to-
day in areas of 5,000 aecres. It could be
successfully farmed, but capital is necessary.
e seem to be lacking in people who are pre-
pared to spend their money on agrieultural
lands. The money which is eoming into the
State to-day is Leing used to purchase pro-
perties from the pioncer farmers that are
unxious to get out if they ean see a return
of a few thousand pounds. Another thing
which will assist the farming community is
the establishment of an agricultural college.
1 was pleased to notice in the Speech the de-
claration of the Government’s intention to es-
tablish an agricultural college. When they
do establish it, I hope due consideration will
be given to the report which was presented
either to Parliament or to the Minister. It
is useless to nppoint commissioners or select
committees to inquire into such matters and
report to the House or the Minister if we are
not guided hy such reports.

The Minister for Agriculture: It should not
have heen restricted to within 20 miles of
Northam.
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Mr. LATHAM: The country within 20
miles of Northam lends itself as a site for
an agricultural eollege. It would be ridieu-
lous to establish such a eollege in the wheat
area where wheat alone is grown. We waut
to be able to instruet the college students
to carry out every bhranch of farming, and
after they have been eduecated we want them
te go out and disseminate among the farming
ecemmunity the knowledge they have acquired.
To-day we have a hand of inspectors who are
not competent to advise the farmers. I say
advizedly they are not competent, Yet they
are going from farm to farm telling the
farmers what they ought to do.” But for the
assistance of the experts from the Agrieul-
tural Department—and even some of them
have a limited knowledge—we should not he
making very much headway.

lion. W. C. Angwin: There is no unity in
the department.

Mr. LATHAM: I admit that the Depare
ment of Agriculture and the Agricultural
Bank should be under the onc head. The one
policy affects both. They should be under
the one Minister not under two different
Ministers. Such an arrangement is neces-
sary if we are to get our agricultural in-
dustry placed on a good footing. I wish to
reply to some of the statements made in a
report, not from Wellington-street but from
Beaufort-street. It is a well drawn up re-
port and, though T disagree with a good deal
of it, T do agreec with some of it. One item
in thut report referred to the agricultural
industry. I think the rcport should have
shown the inerease in the value of produc-
tion in the agricultural areas.

Hon. P. Collier: That would be misleading
beeanse of the exceptional war priees.

Mr, LATHAM: The framers of the report
could have easily stated that in certain years
wheat brought 9s. 44d., 5s., or 4s. 8d. & bushel.

Mr. Wilson: The public know all about
that.

Mr. LATHAM: But the British delegates,
who are vigiting us to obtain a clear know-
ledge of the position, do not know it.

Hon. P. Collier: It would not be wise to
do that because fo quote those abnormal
prices would be misleading,.

Mr. LATHAM: Without soch figures the
report is incomplete. The fizures pgiven are
apt to mislead. Anyone reading them would
conclude that the agrievltural industry was
on the decline, whereas the reverse is the case.
The area is increasing.

Mr. Munsie: The report says so, too.

Mr. LATHAM: The report says—

Mr. SPEAKER: From what is the hon.
member gquoting?

Mr., LATHAM: A newspaper.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Is he quoting from the
statement read by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in this House last week?

Mr. LATHAM: Yes,

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the hon. member
cannot quote that because it is a report of a
speech delivered in this House,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Give a few words of what
you remember,
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WMr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
speak from memory, but he cannot quote the
report.

Hon, P. Collier: You are quoting from a
separate article that appeared in the news-
paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand the hon.
member is quoting from a report of what was
said in this House.

Mr. LATHAM: 1t is a statement of a re-
port compiled by the Labour movement for
presentation to the British delegation.

Mr. SPEAXKER: That is the report that
wias read by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr, Lambert: The hon, member is quoting
from a newspaper.

Mr. SPEAKER: But the newspaper report
contains the article read by the Leader of
the Opposition in this House.

Mr. Corboy: Not necessarily.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may cor-
reet me if I am wrong, The Leader of the
Opposition read a statement to the House,
and T presnme that the paper from which the
hon. member for York is quoting eontains a
report of the specch of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr. LATITAM: It is a separate article and
does not refer to our debates.

Mr., SPEAKER: I do not desire to rule
the hon. member out. If he assures me that
what he is quoting is not a report of the
speech of the Leader of the Opposition, or
of the article read in this House by the
Leader of the Opposition, he may proceed.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not prepared to give
that assuranec. Tiie ‘' Statistical Abstraet’’
of 1917 shows that the agricultural areas pro-
duced close on six million pounds worth of
agricultural products. Since then the pro-
duction has been gradually increasing. While
the inerease may perhaps be due to the higher
prices received for our agricultural products,
and though the arca under enltivation may be
smaller, still, by better cultivation angd greater
knowledge on the part of the farmers, it has
been possible to increase the yields and there-
fore make the land much more valuable than
it was previously. To-day the agricultural
districts are responsible for more than one-
half of the value of the State’s total pro-
duction. If my memory serves me, refer-
ence was made in the Beaufort-street report
to the population of the agricultural areas.

Mr. Munsie: Only of certain distriets.

Mr. LATHAM: In defence of my elector-
ate, I would point out that York is sending
more at-ff over the railways to-day than ever
in its history.

Mr. O'Loghlen: But your district should
have more people.

Mr. LATHAM: Not oaly are the people
going in for cereal growing, but fat Jambs
and marketable stock are being raised in in-
ereasing numbers every year. It is hardly
fair to infer that these rural districts are
not progressing.

Mr. Munsie: That document simply said
that certain districts had lost population dur-
ing a given period. They may have increased
their output.
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Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and T can tell the hon®
member why. In the olden times farmers
could get cheaper labour and cheaper machia-
ery. To-day tuese people are not utilising
their land, owing to the heavy taxation and
the difficulty of making anything out of their
Iand.

Mr. Munsie: Then the report ig true.

My, Metallum: 1s it to he wondered at
when ail you sre paying is 23s. a week?

Mr, LATHAM: That is the minimum paid
te a neweomer.

My, McCallum: [ say it is the maximum,

Mr. LATHAM: 1t is the minimum. There
may he isclated cases, of counrse, but we ecan-
not deal with them. In the majority of cuses
agricultural labourers are receiving £2 or £2
10s. a week, and in szme places they are get-
ting more. I could give the rames of men
who are paying more.

Hon. P. Collicr: Some may he, not many.

AMr. LATHAM: The lowest priced labour is
weneratly the dearest labour. It was rather
mmtrair to guote those distriels as declining
when they are reaily doing hetter than ever
hofore. The York dist:iet s deing much bet-
ter. It is not long sinee the Governmment pur-
chased some egiates in the York district, sub-
divided them, and sold them. The people who
took up the land failed and had to sell out.
The areas were not sufficiently large to enable
them to make a living, and the fact of the
Dlocks having Leen made too wmmall was due to
a lack of kuowledpe as to what the land would
produce. Were the estates subdivided to-day,
I venture to say that these men would make a
success of them, This it is that accounts for
the loss of population in the districk, 1 should
like to see the Government start some of their
areup scttlements there. 1t would be a much
cheaper proposition than in the South-West. |
desire to see the Sonth-West scitled, and 1
wish to lend the Governmout scheme all pos-
~ible assistance, but T do want to sce the
reople given a reasonable oprertunity to make
for themrelves something over and ahove the
value of the work they are putting in. I am
a little afraid that unless we are very eareful,
these group settlers will be over-eapitalised
and will not be able to make good. If group
settlements were started on some of the Great
Southern lands, there should be no fear of over
capitalisation. The Great Southern lends itself
to group settlement and to more economieal
group settlement than we are getting in the
South-West. In addition to that, the facilities
are ertablished, and the new settlers would
lave no diffievlty in marketing their produce.
1 wish to make a slight referenee to the at-
titnde of the 1*West Anstralian’’ newspaper.

Mr. Tambert: Wonld not closer settlement
nssist you?

Mr, LATHAM: XNo. Let me refer to the
WWilberforee estate, which was subdivided but
not in conformity with my ideas. The areas
were of 4,000 to 5,000 acres. Such areas are in
exeess of what is neeessary for a man to make
good. Members should not lose sight of the
fact that the whole of the land around York
i3 not first class land. There is a lot of hilly
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country of which 35000 or 10,000 acres
would not be too wueli, becuuse it could be
utilised for sheep grazing only, and even
such areas would not produce very muel
feed, Regarding the ** West Australian, ' any-
one reading it would be apt to think that the
Premier could not possibly make a mistake.
Well, the Premier is ouly human, and in this
respect one ought to be very careful. If a
man be placed on a pedestal and gets a fall,
he is likely to be hurt rather badly. The
*“West Australiam,”’ by publishing such ar-
tieles, is really deing more harm thau good to
the Government, I was pleased at the tenor of
the closing remarks made by the Leader of
the Opposition. It makes one think that evory-
thing in the garden is lovely from the Op-
Jrasition point of view, 1 do not know
whether members of the Opposition are try-
ing 1o lewd the Govermment astray, or whether
they are in earnest, but if they are in earnest,
tirere is very little roon fur members on this
side of the House to critivise the work of the
Covernment.  Cur eriticism should be in the
direetion of asvisting the Government to earry
out the poliey that any purty in power must
vorvy cut at the present time. That is a laad
settlement policy combined with an inunigra-
tiou policy, and, of course, such a poliey must
Lie carried out on sound lines,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-1iast Fre-
mantle) [5.16]: I congratulate the member
for York (Mr., Tatham), upen the mederite
tone of his specch. I was vot elear, however,
coucerping some of his remarks. He said that
people were leaving Western Australin and
going to the Fastern States on account of the
high taxation, and in the mnext hreath said
they were coming from the Eustern States to
Woestern Auwstralia and spending their money
here.

Alr. Latham: Teo buy wheat lands,

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: Tt appears that
cach set of people is leaving its own State for
another because of the taxation. Taxation in
Woeatern Australia is high bheeause we have
only primary produetion here. A comparison
letween Western Australia and the other
States shows that the taxation in this State
i3 the lowest, cxcept when the Customs and
Federal taxation is included, when it beeomes
the highest. Per head of the population West-
ern Australia pays much more through the
Customs than is paid in the other States. The
total taxation in Tasmania is between £7 and
£8 per head, but in Western Australia it is
between £12 and £13. Western Australia pays
less in direct taxation than any of the States
with the exception of Vietoria. The member
for Perth (Mr. Mann) has moved that this
House should thank His Excelleney for the
Speech he has delivered. T am of opinion that
it is the worst Speech cver delivered at any
opening of Parlinment in thig State. There is
nothing new in 1t from first to last. Tt con-
tains no policy of proper development, and
no pnblic works poliey. The Government are
relying solely upon soldier settlement and the
new settlement scheme, The Speech says that
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the migration agreement was signed on Febru-
ary 9th, 1923, A copy of that agreement wast
Liil on the Table of the House before the
lusr sassion cinzed, and the siguatures of Min-
isteys were attached to it. There was nothing
n-w ahout that agreement. The Speech then
relates what advances have been made to sol-

diers. The Government have Dbeen  care-
ful to include the oamounts advanced
to  their ordinary clients. They say

tiiey have advaneed £1,077,735. 1 should like
te koow from the Premier if this ineludes the
mieney advaneed under the I[ndustries Assist
anee Act. If it inclodes advanees to ordinary
elients it ot inclnde the amounts tempor-
arily loorwl tor eropping under the Industries
Acciztanee Aet. The trasters of the Agricul-
tuial Bank control all the moneys advanced
winhir that Act. If these aldvances are in-
clided it will censiderably reduce the amount
tn whieh [ hive veferred. Then we eome to
the raihiuy poliex. A grent proportion of the
rrilweys mentioned in the Speech were au-
thorised in 1015, With the cxception of one
or two ratlwavs, the Gavernment have had no
policy of railway construction, for oearly all
thuse railways were promised to settlers many
years ago. The Speech also says there has
Leent a consideraklie amount of eapital bronght
into the State. [ am not aware that large
numbers of selflers have come from the East-
ern States. I do know that some came here
with a view tn settling in the Esperance area.
One of them informed me that two or three
otliers came with him from South Australia,
but the treatinent they received was such that
they retnrned without taking any steps to
viiw the land. They eould get no information
whautever. This one man sturk to it and now
has a good biock, This shows that very little
cucouragement has been given to people in
the Tastern States to settle on Esperance
landzs. The Government have given us the
fresh news that we still have a defieit. Every-
bedy knows that, Apparently it was ncces-
sary to remind us lest we should forget it.

AMr. Marshall: Tt is so old, we might well
forget it.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Tt was thought
necessary to set apart portion of the Speech
to remind us of the deficit. We arc also told
that the revenue has increased considerably
during the vear. During the period referred
to it amounted to £7,207,492. That is the
Jargest revenue on record for Western Aus-
tralia. One would have thought, in view of
this fact. that greater endearours would have
been made to bring the revenue and expendi-
twie more closely together. The Premicr has
made excuses for the position of the Siate.
I hardly think that, when he introduced the
Li-ensing Bill. he anticipated lie would col-
leetr the amount he proposed te pget under it
I helieve he felt he would receive far less
than he stated, otherwise he would have
foraht more strenuously than he did. The
Premier also claims that the Government have
hal to find the money for the upkeep of hos-
pitals. FEven if the Hospifals Bill had been
presed  last session, the amount received
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would have been s amall that it would have
Lren encumbeut upon the Government to finill
praetivally as moeh money for the mainteu-
apee of buspituls as they had to dind for the
Jrevions yoar.  In view of these eireumstances
the Government eapnot elaint that they have
suffered a deerense in revenur from these
surrees.  The revenue last vear was undoubst-
caly darge. It was £2,361,405 in exeess of
the revenue received by the Labour Govern-
ment during their last term of office. This
exeegs amounted to practically hkalf the rev-
cnue received by the Labhour Govermment dur-
ing that year. In place of this large revenue
of over seven million pounds there is still o
difieit for the year of £405351,

Hon, P. Collier: And all the bills for June
hi'll over until Julr.

[Ton. W, . ANGWIX: When the revenur
is large the Government should sndeavour to
wake it meet the expenditure. The Premier
has referred to the lahonr {iovernment’s de-
fiedls, and instanced the finaneial vears of
1914-15 and 1915-16. During the last year
in v hich the Labour Government held office
the deficit was rodueed.  When they found
the revenue 1.z decreasing they took steps to
step expenditare,  They weighed every shil-
ling of expen fitnre in the Lalance, Ministers
were instrueted to spend no sum of any mag-
nitude without the consent of the Treasurer.

The Mimnister for Apgriculture: Those in-
struetions exist to-day.

Hor, W, €0 ANGWIN: Bat they are not
carried ont. TIn his report for the year 1915-
1¢, the Anditor General said that there was
an amomnt owing to the Government by wax
of outstanding acrounts of £100,000, or
£40,000 mora than the deficit left by the
Labour Government. le also stated that the
wmount owing hy the Government on the 30th
June of the vear 1915-16 was only £50,000,
T'te inecoming {(Government had all the al-
vintage of rthis position to earry on  the
affairs of State for their first vear of office.
The Labour f{invernment c¢ould have done
what the present Government are doing. They
could have =aid to the farmers who were
given advanees during the dionght, that they
must repay the interest on loars or get ont.
T would rewind the Premier that the Labour-
Government nat only lad droughts, but went
through portion of the war perioil. The
drouzhfs did more injury to our farmers
from the financial point of view than the war
did. The Labour Governmeni, hawever, said
it » a< their Jduty to see that the State pros-
perell and the settlers were kept on the Iand.
Thev did not enforce the pavment of interest
oving to the department, far had that heen
Arne the sett'ers would have had to relinquish
their hoilings. We did not sar, as the pre-
sent Covernment say te settlers on the Peel
estate, **Pay up or get out.”’ That was the
reason whyv the Lahour Government had a
deficit of £360.000 when thev went oot of
office. I have carefully pernsed the speeen
delivered Ly the Premier laxt week. T read
it in the ''Datly News.” which gives a very
fair roport. T shonld like te have reald some
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extracts from it, but owing to the ruling
given by you, Sir, I cannot do so, The
Labour Government were turned out of office
because the people were led to believe we were
wanting in financial ability, that we did not
know how to control the State’s money, and
were building up deficits which would ruin
* Western Auwstralia.

Myr. A, Thomson: A
nenmen.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T will come to that,
This doetrine was preached throughout West-
ern Australia to such an extent that people
eame to believe it. The people were told, {* We
want on the Treasury hench not carpenters
and joiners or lahourers, but men of business
acumen and ability.’’” Let me ask hon, mem-
bers, have business acumen and ability been
displayed in inereasing the deficit sinee 1916
by £4,550916? T honestly believe that if
the Minigters in office sinece 1916 had paid
the same attention to details of administra-
tion as Labour Ministers paid to them, the
deficit would not be the amount that it is
to-day. We realised that the Government
are the same as a private individual. Gov.
ornments must curtail their expenditure if
their revenues are eurtailed. If a private in-
dividual continually expends more than his
ingome, he will quickly find himself in the
bankruptey court. The Labour Government
were severely eondemned at the time because
their expenditure excceded their revenuve for
a year or two. I'rom that day to the present
time, no matter how wnuch has been spent by
another Government in excess of revenue, nu
fault whatever has been found, but the
finances have been regarded as satisfactory.
As the Leader of the Opposition said the
other evening, the present Minister for Mines,
who was Treasurer in the Labour Government,
was abused up hill and down dale for his
deficits. He was stated to be unworthy of
the position which ke Ticld. Some members
then sitting on this side of the House almost
went go far as to say that he should be in-
dicted "before the eriminal court of this
ccuntry for various things which he had done
unconsgtitutienally. Certainly there could not
be a readier method of diserediting a party
than by indieting a Minister for uncenstitu-
tional actions. Of course it was all moon-
shine, designed to mislead the people. T was
pleased to hear the Premier say the other
day that the people are coming to think
more of the political question than previously.
Tf that is so, I venturc to say the life of
the present Government will be very short
indeed. All we want js that the people shall
think for themsclves; then we need have no
fear. But the people must not be led astray
by such articles as we sometimes see in the
Press, such an artiele as was published to-
day. That article throws the responsibility
for the six millions defieit on the Labour
Party. The amount of the deficit was £1,360,-
000 when we lost econtrol of the finances.

Hon. M, F. Troy: We have been out of
offica for six years.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Does the Press be-
lieve that the people will swallow such tommy-

lnck of bnsiness
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rot? I agree with the Premier that the people
are beginning to think, and to realise the
position. Ongce they have grasped the posi-
tion, they will east their votes in the ballot
box for a change.

Hon. P. Collier: We shall soon have the
‘‘Bun,’’ a non-political, impartial paper.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not only the Press
hag accused us of extravagance, OQur new
Agent General stated in the Legislative Coun-
¢il that he would not agree to any measure
providing for an additional penny of rovenue
to the Labour Government until the Govern-
ment hecame more economical, In those days
the Upper House blocked us in every possible
way from receiving revenue. They tried
tn put uws in financial straits, but they failed.
Not only did they try to block our Bills in
order to prevent the carrving out of our
policy, but they went so far as to try to
prevent us from raising loans.

The Minister for Apgriculture: Why this
resurrectiond

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: 1 would not have
resurrected these matters but for the fact
that the Premier’s speech on Thursday last
dealt entirely with that aspect. The Premier
went back over the whole period the Lahour
Party were in oflice, year after year. Then
he pointed out that he himself was a good
little Jack Horner who pulled a plum out
of the pie. According to the Governor's
Speeeh, which shows that we still have a
large deficit, a deficit of £405,351 for the
year, there need be no worry over that. The
sinking fund, we are told, has increased by
£188,847 above the amount of the deficit,
In fact, there iz no defieit, and we have a
surplus of £18%,847. Have hon. members
cver veflected that the sinking fund payments
are made from loan moneys? Have hon, mem-
bers ecver realised that on thal amount of
sinking fumd we are paying a higher rate of
interest than the Sinking Fund Trustees are
receiving, and that that has heen the case for
severul years past? Tt is costing us £7,000
or £8,000 more per anpum to build up the
sinking fund than we would pay by way of
interest on the loan if the sinking fund did
not exist at all. Se that the sinking fund
to-day is increasing iustead of decreasing our
burden, That is, unless the present Govern-
nient have adopted the principle which was
formerly enunciated by the present Minister
for Mines, as to keeping the sinking fund and
giving bonds in its place. If the present
Government have done that, there is no in-
crensed expenditure on the sinking fund. 1
remember, Mr. Speaker, and so do you, how
the present Miwister for Works rose from the
chair which I now occupy, to point out with
holy horror that this country would be ruined,
that the confidenee of investors would be
destroyed, if the then Treasurer, the present
Minister for Mines, did anything but hand
over the cash for the sinking fund to the
trustees.

Mr, A, Thomson: And the other States bor-
row without ainking fund,

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: Yes. Have the
former Opposition and present Government
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carried out their policy in this respect dur
ing the last two or three years? Approxi-

"""""" ey has
been invested not in loans raised years ago,
for which the sinking fuml was providel, but
in the 1920-21 loan, 1 do uot kuow how moch
may gimilarly have been invested in the Jast
loan,  Tu all probability, the Govermnent are
to-day carrying ont the Labour Party s policy
for the purpose of keeping the sinking fund
in the State. That seems 1o be the position
digelosed by the financial returns. The Pre-
micr dealt with immigration, and 1 mugt
thank him for the reference which he wade
to myself. It is true T was proud of the
former immigration policy. It is true we had
muemployed at the time.  According to the
Premier’s figures, the Labour Party during
their term of oflice brought into this State
33,429 migrants. Whether his dates are right
or not [ do not know., He gave five years.
During 71011 the Labour Party were not
in power. However, I was mueh struck with
the Premier's statement, and | looked through
the figures. Notwithstanding the Ffact that
in five years we introduced into this State
somé 33,000 migrants, the Premier told us
lagt Thursday that we were againgt umi-
gration and did mot mean what we said,
Under pressore from this side of the
Mouse - ke  withdrew that statement. He
said there were unemployed in those vears,
Why? DBecanse there bad been u drought.
But there was ng referenee to a drought in
the Premier’s speech as puldished. Hon.
members are well aware that in 1915 thero
wag no work whatever in the eountry, be-
cause the farmers had no woney to provide
work. It was nceessary for the Government
to come to the assistance of the farmers. If
any Government have over assisted the farm-
ers of Western Auwstralia, the Labour Gov-
ernment have done so. At all times when
there has been no need of assistance, that as-
sistanee has been granted.  fn 1911 there was a
partial drought on the outskirts of the east-
ern area. The Labour Govermment went to
the assistance of the farmers then, and kept
them on the land. I am pleased to say that
through Labour’s action oun thal occasion
many of those farmers are prosperous to-day.

The Minister for Agricolture: Any Gov-
ernment would have taken the same action.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Yes, but the pre-
sent Government do not give the Labour Gov-
ernment credit for having taken such action.

Mr, A, Thomsoen: You had to protect the
assets of the State, surely,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, and in doing
so we protected the farmer.

Mr. Lutey: And that is all the Govern-
ment are doing to-day.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is correet.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: What is good in
the case of the present Government was
wrong in our ease. We are fold by the Pre-
mier that we spent very little money in
agrieultural development, and that practic-
ally we only carried out a public works
policy. Xo settlement, no agricultural de-
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velopment, only a public works poliey. Let
ua weigh the matter for o few moments. In
1931, or in the last session of Parliament
prier to the elections whiel returicd  the
Labour Party to office, the then Government
tried to buy the cleetors of this State, amd
passed through Varliament no fewer than 12
railway Bills.

Hun, P, Collier: 1o one session.

tlon, W, , ANGWIN: Yes. With other
vailway  Bills curricd by Parliament pre-
vionsly, their policy left us to construet 900
ntiles of raillway in the agricultural distriets.
It will be seen, thevefore, that if our policy
was one of public works, we were merely
earrving onf a pobiey imposed on us by
previous Govermnent.,

Mr. Lotey: OF which the present Premter
wos 2 memhoer.

Hon, W, !, ANGWIEN: Yos

Hon, ', Collicr: Al so we were saddled
with the poliey, and acensed of having had
i baed poliey. ’

Hon, W, U0 ANSWIN:  The public works
policy for which we were comlemned was the
policy of the previens Giovernment, which we
honoured in its cntirety, [ am pleased to
~ay that, se far as this party is concerned,
we did not carry out the tacties which have
heen followed since, |f Parliament author-
ised a4 work the Labour Party carried it ount:
they alid not break faith with the publie;
they curried it out in its entirety. To-day
we ave acensed of having earried ont a public
works policy which was provided for us by
the Government that preceded us,

Ton. P. Collier: And if it was a bad policy
they were responsible,

Hon, W, ¢ ANGWIN: It wag their policy.
We were committed to the congtruetion of
D00 miles of railways.

Hon, P. Collier: Some of
construeterd even lo-day.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The mileage of
railways that we boilt was not as great as
that constructedl by (he Government which
preceded us.  That mileage was Dhetween Gib
and 900, roughly speaking.

The Minister for Agriculture: Was the
Dwarda-Nacrogin eailway authorised at that
time?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That was auther-
ised in 1915. Moreover, the Labour Party
didl not de what has sinee been done, and
that is, to earry the railway Bills in the clos-
ing session of the Parliament; the Labour
Party put through these measures in the
apening sessions. Notice the difference in
tlie policy of the two parties. There was
no atiempt on the part of the Labour Party
to huy the electors. We knew what was neees-
s

which are not

ry.
Hon. P. Collier: Our programme of rail-
way construction was 610 miles in 414 years.
Hop, W, C. ANXQWIN: Regarding our
pullie works policy, it is true that we spent
o fairly large sum of money, approximately
£200,000, for the purpose of providing water
supplies in agricultural areas. The previous
Government made no provision for water sup-
plies in the agricultural districts, and when
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a partial drovght took place in 1911 the
farmers were without water. We put down
thousands of bLores aml we construeted hun-
dreds of dams, We know of course that some
of the bores yielded salt water, but generally
the result was satisfactory, and since that
time there Fas never been the shortage that
was experienced in 1911, We all know, of
course, that in 1915 there was a drought
throughout the State, and that we suffered
severely from it.  All these works that I
have cnumerated we are entitled to associate
with agrienltural development; they are part
and parcel of agricultural development. Tf
the railways had not Leen huilt many people
would te-day have no means of taking their
products to market. Indeed, I doubt whether
there would be any scitlers at all in those
prrts.

Hon, P. Collier: The progress is due to
our ‘‘mnwise’’ publie works poliey.

Mr. Pieste: Who said it was ‘‘unwise’’?

Hon. P. Collier: The ‘‘West Australian.’’

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: The Premier went
g0 to make eomnparisons between the expendi-
ture in the periods of the Labour Government
and that of the present GGovernment. He told
the Howee that the Labour Party were in
-offiee for five years and expended only
£2,012,000 in agriculteral development. Of
eonrse, raibways played no part in agrienl-
tural development; we know, too, that water
supplies played no part in agrienltural de-
velopment!

Hon. T, Collier: And harbour improve-
ments are not included in agricultural de-
velopment!

Hon. W, &, ANGWIN? All these things
render no assistanee whatever to the farmers!

Hon. P. Collier: XNot a bit!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: Without these
neeessary utilities, where would agriculture be
to-day? How is it possible to establish 2
farm unless you have a railway to take the
produce to market? Then, of what use is it
to take the products to a port nnless there
are harbouwr facilities? I would like to
analyse the Premier’s figures. He said, ‘' The
Tahour Party cxpended £2,012,000 and we
spent £7,760,000 on agricultural development
in a similar period of vears.’’ Then he asked
hon. members to logk at the difference—16
per eent. as against 61 per cent. But let
me ask the Premier how many railways he in-
cluded in his figures? T would ask him, toe,
how much he spent on water supplica? Are
not members in this Fouse crying out, year
after year, for railway extensions? Do they
not continvally point to the fact that some
farmers are unable to obtain a deecent liveli-

hood hecause of the absence of trans-
port  facilities? T ask the Premier—
bhecanse he did mnot make this clear—

whether his figures do not include £35,497,611
in connection with soldier settlement? T
further wish to ask him whether his figures
do not inelmle £430539 for growp scttle-
ment? S that, after deducting these two
amounts, there shonld be left for ordinary
apricultural development, £3,711,850. The
Labour Govermment, without having spoeeial
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settlements to provide for, had to construct
railways, provide water supplies and huild
harbours for the settlers already on the land,
and, according to the Premier, they spent
£2,012,0000 as azainst £7,760,L00 expended by
the present Government in the last five years.
It is about time the people were told some-
thing about the true position. We are aware
that a considerale sum spent in conneetion
with soldier settlement has been used in buy-
ing out those alrcady on the land; in other
words, we have in recent years relieved the
individual of Nability and placed that lia-
Lility on the State. What has been done in
this direction has not added to our wealth,
il neither has it added to our produetion.
The greater number of soldiers who have
gone on the land have been placed on farms
purchased fer them,

The Minister for Agrieniture:
them.

Ton. W. €. ANGWIN: Tt was pointed
out in this liouse not so long ago that 80 per
eent. of the soldiers had been placed on the
land in this manner. A very small percent-
age indeed had taken up Crown land.

The Minister for Agriewlture: That is not

Not all of

S0,
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: We know now
that there will shortly he a very big demand
for a reduction in rhe purchase price of these
properties.

Mr. Wilson:
million.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We know that in
many instances too much has been paid for
the farms. Those who have perused the re-
port. of the Royal C'ommission will realise
that the soldiers cannot makc good with the
load they have to carry. The State cannot
pussibly gpain to the extent that the Govern-
ment would have people belicve. How can
we say that this money has been spent in
what we term ‘‘agricultural development’’?
The member for York (Mr. Latham) put the
position clearly when he said that the form-
ers who had seld out their propertics had gone
to the Eastern States.

The Minister for Agrieuliure: Nonsepse!

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: T am quoting the
deputy leader of the Country Party; it came
from him. He said distinctly that the farm-
ers who had sold out had gone to the Eastern
States with their meney.

Hon. P. Collier: And it comes from Mr,
Monger, too.

Hon, W, (!, ANGWIN: Those people who
sold their farms. and who received money
from the State, bave certainly gone some-
where else. The State, and not the individual,
is puaranteeing the liability, and the five mil-
lions of monev has gone somewhere. Of
course, we have certain assets, hut is that
what we wonld eall agricultural development
in the ordinary sensc? What has heen done
in recent years should noet be compared with
what was done before, Taking the Premier’s
own figures we find that he has spent in agri-
cultural devclopment actually £300,150 less
than did the Labhour Government.

It will cost the State half a
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* The Colonial Seerctary: The deputy leader
of the Comntry Party sadd that those people
Tind left the State boeguee of the heavy e
tion.

Hon, W, . ANGWIXN:: Of course, we
Eknow that it they Mad not sold tieir proper-
ties they would have renained.

The Colonial Secretary: 1 think he was
referring to taxation ux the cause,

Hou, W, €0 ANGWIN: | am pointing ot
that what has been done in this direction can-
not be fermed agrienltoral developmont in ity
true sense. It s misleading, 10 the Premice
haed dealt tairly with the matter e would
certainly Lave included the amount spent on
railvay  constroetion, pater sufply, harbour
fueilities and otler matters ineidentally con-
neeted with the indastry,  But he did not do
that. 1 mrel prefer that all these dJetails
shoull Le given to the pubdic n o fair and
proper mautker, ad as [ stated a little carlier,
the Labour Administration did that and had
nothing whutvver *o Il ashamed of. The
Lahour Party endeavoured, during the period
it was in power, to do its utmaost in the (iree-
tion of advancing the State. Tt has done so
sinee, amd will continue to o so. Their votes
have always heen cast in favour of agricul-
tura] development and the rendering of assist-
ance to al! primary industries. If we turn to
mining we find that, sinee the present Govern-
ment assimed offiee, a4 sum of only £150,000 has
been spent on this industry, The fact remaing
that the present Government take cognizance of
one type of primary production only. They do
not realise that to make Western Auwstralia a
thickly populated and prosperons State, there
are other industries besides agrienlture that
must be festered. H is true that wost wealth
comes from the land, but other sources ot
wealth require to be eneouraged side by side
with the agricultural industry. The Govern-
ment have done very little to foster those
other farms of industry, and even in the case
of wyrienlture they have spent much less than
the Labour Government, as T have already
shown the House. As to expenditure on publie
works, the naeensation was levelled at the
Lahour Government that we speut large sums
of public money. When Lahour took office we
found that the railways were in a bhad way.
There were not sofficient trucke to take the
farmers’ prodece, nor sufficient locomotives to
draw the trucks to market.  There were in-
adequate water supplies for the ratlways. The
necessary conveniences at sidings to enable
farmers to handle their produce satisfactorily
wete laeking, The result was that the Lahoor
Government had to bnild nearly 100 loromo-
tives, approximately 2,500 trecks, and an-
other 100 earriages and hrake vans. All these
were weeegeary in order that our railways
shoulil he provilted with suffieient rolling stock
to ropres with the traffie.

The Minister for Agriculture: You had to
v ot

Mon, W. . ANOWIN: TYes, and if the
t th he told, the Government who follow the
1 esent ocenponts of the Treasury henches
will have to nursne the sane enurse as we had

Al
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to do in 1911, Our privtecesgors in office had
nezleetual to keep the railways u:- to stand-al,
Fhauld sst all these itepy of expenditure e
taken iuto steeonnt under the geperal Loal-
ing ¢ f sgrivaltural development, secinge that
they are al! ineident2l to that developrent?
Should met credit he viven when that work is
carriedd out, instemd of merely saving, as the
Premier did, ¢ The Labour Government «jent
two wmillion pounds: I spent seven millions, "’
As te the Labour_ pamphlet recarling the mi-
gration <cheme, wlich was read by the Lewder
of the Opposition, I had the pleasure of rend-
ing that decuwment before it was presented to
this Chamber.  The doenment places the jnsi-
tion, as it prevails to-day, very fairly before
the pablie. No fair minded poers=on ¢onld tnke
ex o titm to the statement ns a whaebe.
Mr. Munsie:  No oone attempte] to eritici<e

it.

Hon, . Collier: They huave abuosed it

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: The figures pih-
lishied in that pamphlet were taken from Gov-
ernment returns, and anvone clse. had he so
desired, could have procured exactly the <wme
firures by peruring Government reports. Tn
order that the publication might be fair, an
attemyt was maile to get returng brought richt
up to date. so that the dozument, as a whole,
wonld not he misleading, Nothing could huve
heen fairer. As the member for Yark (Mr.
Latham) =aid; we have heen receiving too many
migrants: there is no work for them at the
present juneture. T have seen micrants walk-
ing the streets of Fremantle. There could not
be stronger ovidence of the poesition thau is
furni:hed by the statement appearing in the
““Sundav Times'’ last week-ond, that of these
receiving meal tickets from the Goavernment, %0
per cent. are migrants.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
veryv accurate sort of newspaper?

on, W, (. ANGWIN: T am not sarving
that the paper is aceurate, but that the state-
ment suptorts the contention that too wemy
people are coming into Western Australia at
the present time,

Hon. M. F. Troy: 1s not the ‘‘Sunday
Tiines’' a5 accurate as the ‘Primary Produ-
cer'’?

The Minister for Agrienltwre:
I'nree of another colour!

Won, W, ' ANGWIN:
CRB¥pnday Times™ " does not fuvorr the Lateonr
Pacty. It i+ «afe to say that never has there
heen s omuch buneling in eennection with mi-
gration a3 there has been this year. Dnving
June, July and Aungust, hundreds of men have
heen landing week after week, although those
months ¢einprise the slack peoriod of the venr,
when there is nothire for them to do in the
agricultural areas. The stories told by same
of these migrants itre harrowiae indeed. T o
nat blame the farmers for the position: if they
have not the work for the migrauts to do. they
connot  provide  them  with  emploem ot
Mivrants wlo are coming to Western Aus-
tralin now will do the State more ininry than
hos ever been slome hefore under o poliey
of migration. T do not snliseribe to the <'nte.

Ts that a

That iz a

At any rate. the
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ment that all these men are not suitable. 1
helicve the bigger percentage of them are
suitabie. Not only have we to contend with
those who come to the State assisted by the
Government, but we have also to contend with
those who pay their own passages. Over the
latter type of migrant we have no control,
TIn all probability a large number of those
who pay their own passages may be those we
congider unsnitahle. It is also true that a
little while age—I believe the practice is
stopped now—many migrants came to the
State under the auspices of the Overseas
Settlement League, and over those migrants
the Immigration Department had no control.

Mr. A, Thomson: They were ex-service men.

Hen, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, All they had
to do was to go to the committee of the
Qverseas Settlement League and say that they
wighed to migrate o some part of the Dritizh
Dominions, selecting Western Australia or
some other part of the Dominions, as they de-
sired. Their passages were paid for them
and there was no control over them when they
came to Western Australia. I know of some
instances, and 1 had the position placed be-
fore me fully when I was last in London. As
to the provision of water supplies, I am
pleased that the Government have taken some
action to meet the requirements of the metro-
politan area. I am afraid, however, that the
Government are over-doing it. I had hoped
that any Government undertaking to provide
a water supply for the metropolitan area
would have made that supply available by
degrees. Once of the greatest ohjections I
had against the creation of a metropolitan
water board, clected by the loeal governing
authoritics, was that I was afraid such a
bedy would horrow a large sum of money to
rudertake the work, in order to make a show
after their clection, and thus burden the rate-
payers with increased taxation for years be-
fore the fnll scheme was required. Appar-
ently, that is the very step the present Gov-
ernment have taken. [If water rates are to
be inercased during the next few years by
25, 94. in the pound, there will be one of
the greatest outeries in the metropolitan area
that we have ever heard.

Hon. P, Collier: That is the seheme.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I believe the rates
are to go up next year and the increased
rates will continue for many ycars, and the
people will havk to pay now for what is pro-
vided to satisfy the requirements for the next
30 or 30 years,

The Minister for Agriculture: You helieve
in the policy of payment for services ren-
dered ?

TTon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: Yes, but not for a
large expenditure of money before it is neees-
sary. Tt is & question whether too much has
not been taken in hand at once. No doubt
the Government have gone into the matter
very carefully, but metropolitan members
nrost realise that once the people are charged
25, 9d. in the pound for water rates, some
nasty questions will be asked about the im-
position.

[ASSEMBLY-]

Hon. P. Collier: It will not matter muecir
beeause the rates will not be increased before
the next election.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
will take good care on that point. Regarding
tramway extensions, I was a member of the
Royal Commission appointed to deal with
proposed extensions in the metropolitan area.
In my opinion the tramway along the Perth-
Premantle-road should not be constructed for
some years to come.

Hon. P, Collier: Hear, hear! That is so.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Some time ago the
Government conducted a sale of land in the
Dalkeith estate and priov to the auetion being
held, the Chief Traffie Manager, Mr. Lord,
the Chief Engineer for Existing Lines, Mr.
Light, and the General Manager of the Tram-
way Department, Mr. Taylor, werc asked to
inspect and report on the proposed routes via
the Perth-Fremantle-rond to Clarcmont and
from Nedlands through Westana-rond and
around the river to Claremont. These officers
reported in favour of the lower route round
the riverside. The land I have referred to
way then put up for sale. There is not the
slightest doubt that the fact was made known
that the tramway was to proceed along the
route recommended. As high as £300 was
given for some of the blocks.

Capt. Carter: And quarter-acre blocks at
that!

The Minister for Agriculture: They are
beautiful residential sites,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I admit that.

The Minister for Agriculture: A tramway
line will be constructed there.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Perhaps so.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, trams for cveryone!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government,
above all others, should keep faith with thosc
tHey have business with. The fact that the
report of the officers was made known nt the
time the hlocks were sold at the Dalkeith
estate more than anything else influenced me
as a member of the Commission regarding
these routes, The report of the Commission
shaws that if the lower route were adopted,
a surplng of £100 per annum was anticipated,
and that if the route along the Perth-Fre-
mantle-read were adopted the surplus—T
speak from memory—would be about £240
per annum. Members should realisc that the
operations of the tramway along the Perth-
Fremantle-road route will rob the railways of
revenue, whereas the other route should have
provided _ increased traffie for the trains.
Apart from this aspeet, however, it is the
duty of the Government to keep faith with
those people who bought blocks on the pro-
mise of the construction of a tramline. T
believe an announcement regarding the lower
route appeared on the plans of the suhdivision
of the Dalkeith estate,

Ritting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Before tea T was
dealing with tramway extensions. The West-
ana-toad tram should be the first to be con-
structed in Claremont, if only for the reason



[ Aveust, 1923.]

that it was promised to those who purchased
land in the Balkeith Estate. Therefore to
first eonstruct the tramway along the Perth.
Fremontls Road would be o breach of faith,
and would lead the people to lose confidence in
the promises of the Government. As for tram-
way extensions generally, anyhody who goes
much about the metropolitan area must realise
that several are necessary. The member for
Premiantle (Mr. Gibson) will bear me out in
siying that if at Fremantle we had anything
like the population of Perth, the loeal anthori-
ties down there wonld not hesitate to construet
i number of new tramway lines, The new
tramway to [nglewood will pay from the start.
At Victoria Park also there is a large popula-
tion wanting tramway commuonication. I um-
derstand they arve prepared to guarantee in-
terest and sinking fund on the outlay, which
moans that the necessary ling could be laid
down without ulditional cost to the general
vommunity.  Many other lines proposed, al-
though perhaps not quite so urgent, are really
necessary Lo the convenience of the publie. At
the same time | hold that we should first con-
struet those lines farthest from the railway;
we ought not to et up competition between
the tramways aml the railways, as we should
do if we were to construet tramways alongside
existing railways. [ cannot avoid reference to
the railway bridge st Premantle.  Only last
year T was informed by the Minister that the
bridge was perfectly safe. The Commissioner
of Railways, in his report, intimated that a
new railway bridge was necessary. More re-
cently the Uemmissioner has reported that an
expenditure of <everal thousands of pounds on
the foundations of the bridge is wecessary to
make the structure safe for traffie, 1 trust
that, as early us possible, the Government will
make a start with a new bridge, higher up the
river,  The site has heen tested and proved
satisfactory. It wenld be disastrous if the
means of communication between Perth and the
port were to be cut. Moreover, we caunot ae-
cept the rizk of unything happening to the old
Tiridge, especialiv while there is a train on it
\We have dreadful examples from other parts
of the world where railway Lridges have gone
down, with serions loss of life. It is essential
that we should preclude any sueh calamities
here, T hope that at an early date the Gov-
venment wil! enter upon the construetion of
the bLridge higher up the river. I see that
another expert has been brought over from
Melhourne to inquire into the provision of cold
storage on the wharf. Tt is alout time we put
wore relianee on our own officers. Imported
experts have cost this State vevy large sumw
of money., Tf T were to spealk exelosively on
lwhalt of my own elintorate, T ~should approve
of the recommmendations put oy by the visit-
ing expert, heeanse he i9 of opinion that the
sheds shoubl he constrocted on the porth side
of e horbonr, in my clectorate. But any-
Lty faanilinr with the working of the Fre-
wihtle harbeur must knsw that for the con-
venicnee. nat only of the gencral publie, but
of the fynit grower and of the shipping, the
cohl ~torgeie sheuld be on the svath side of the
lart s+ ir T rannet see why that should entail
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any extra cost. The newspaper reports the
cxpert as saying that it would cost less to
erect a single storey building than to put up
one of two storeys, There is no necessiiy for
the taller building, for on the vacant land be-
tween Cliff-strect and the prerent sheds there
is a sufficiently large area for all requirements.
Moreover, the cold storage could be used for
frozen or chilled meats, for which at present
there is no accommedation, The Wyndham
meat is the best I have tasted in this State.

Mr. A, Thomson: What about using the
Fremantle freezers?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: The place is too far
away.

Mr. Stubbs: You suggest a small cold stor-
age building?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes. TFor the ex-
port of fruit. It could also be used for
chilled or frozem meat, At present this
meat has to be lifted out of the ship and taken
away to private cold stores, with the result
that it deteriorates during transmission.

The Minister for Mines: You propose a
eold store; not freezing works?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Yes. The propossl
is o cold store for the protection of Ffruit
awaiting shipment. There is no suggestion for
a freezing chamber. This proposed cold store
would assist the Government in bringing down
chilled meat from Wyndham,

Mr. Harrison: Would it be occupied to its
full eapacity the whole year round?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Yes, if used for
meat as welt as fruit.

The Minister for Mines: Tt would be used
for meat when not requirald for fruit.

Hon, W, C, ANGWTX: Yes. The ‘‘Kanga-
roo’’ can bring down 300 tons of frozen meat,
or 150 tons of chilled meat. In other words,
she ean earry in her eold chambers 300 tons
of frozen meat, the carcases being stacked,
whereas chilled meat has to he hung, and 30
her chambers will accommodate but 150 tons
of it. There wonll be no difficulty whatever
in bringing that chilled meat to Fremantle if
we had there cold stores in which to keep it.
Tf the store were huilt on the south side of
the harbour, it wounld be convenient for every-
hody concerned, the shipping, the trade, and
the eonsumers. In conclusion, T am reminded
of the adviee frequently given by one who was
a highly respeeted member of this Chamber
when first T was clected to Parlinment. T refer
to the late Hon, F. H. Piesse, the then member
for Katanning, who used to urgfe younger
members of Parlinment to be always fair in
their criticism. T hope that in future, when
we are dealing with the financial position of
the State as it affects the Labour party and
the Government, greater fairneas will he shown
than has beer exhibited recently. I repeat
that the agrieultural industry has no better
friends than members on this side of the
House. Tn my opinion, no metropolitan mem-
ber who would do or say anything prejndieial
to the farming eommunity, is fit to be a mem-
her of this Chamber.

Hon. M. F. Trar: Or of any other.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: The prosperity of
the metropolitan avea is dependant on the de-
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velopment of the State. {f the State «oes not
prosper, the metropolitan uren must go down,
S0, in my opinion, the warmest supporters
which the eountry distriets have in this Cham.
Lier are those representing metropolitan seats,
This is the last session of the present Parlia-
ment. Next sestion not all of us will he here,
hut T trust that those who are here will see to
it that the conntry districts are fairly treated,
as they have been in cach of tle preecding
Purliaments in this State.

Mr., Wilson; What about the Country
Party members?

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: They can look after
themselves. I say again, the coun try distriets
can have no warmer supporters than they have
in members on this side of the Chamber.

My, PIESSE (Toodyay) [7.45]: The big
suliject to-day is undoubtedly immigration,
anl with that goes the question of the settle.
ment of our idle lands, There is a very large
ara of land suitable for agrieultural settle-
ment if it were only provided with water
s pplies. T say emphatieally that the great
need of the State to-day is the provision of
vater supplies. T want to say straight ont
what the Governmeni ought to do. From
Yilgarn almost right arsund the eonst to
Trraelite Bay there is an immense area of
land highly suitable for agrieulture, and it
could he successfully settled in a very short
space of time if only the Government pro-
vided water supplies. Water should be eon-
served in key dams. T am glad to notice
in the Speeeh a reference to key dams, and
that the Government have declared their inten-
tion of construeting key dams, I hope they
will Le provided in the unscttled country also,
Treeavse it will then he possible to quickly set-
tie such parts, and the activities of the settlors
wiil very soon eompel the Government to pro-
vide {ransport facilities for their produece.
The position in Western Australia is very
different from what it was 12 years ago.
When I entered Parliament in 1911 the set.
tlement in the wheat Lelt was comparatively
small.  There was a strip of settled country
abutting the goldficlds line, but cven the
Dewerin lnop country was then in its infaney,
The memher for North-East Fremantle {Hon.
W. C. Angwin) pleaded for fairness towards
those who had controlled the affairs of the
State in the past, T wish to pay a tribute
to the Labonr Government. Memlers of the
Opposition have complained from time to time
that we have not given them the eredit duoe
to them. 1In speeches T have made in this
House, T have again and again expressed ap-
preciation of the serviec rendered to the farm-
mg community while the Lahour Government
were in power, Even they themselves seem
to have forgoften some of their own good
work. Their first efforts to help the farmer
eame in 1911 when they estahlished the seed
wheat and fertiliser bhoard, T was closely
astaciated with that hoard and T ean testify
to its great service to the farmers. Then
followed the establishment of the T.A.B,, also
during Lahonr's term of office. T give the
Eatour Government all possible credit for
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their work in this comneetion. They have
govd reason to Le proud of what they did
for the farmers at that time, The only fault
we had to find with them war their endeavour
to get the farmers to repay the whole of the
assistance granted from 1911 to 1913 out of
the proceeds of the ome harvest in 1913.16.
That was during the administration of Mr.
W, D. Jehnson.

tHon. AM. F. Troy: Ther did not get it.

Mr. PLESSE: No, beeause they realised the
folly of insisting upon it; nevertheless t:he_v
attempted to get it.  Anyhow, 1 appreciate
their work, and the same applies to every
man who was on the land at that time. No
better assistanee could have been granted than
was granted by the Labour CGovernment of
the day. The position is alumiost similar now,
notwithstandiilg the efforts of the Labour
Government and of their successors in office.
Last season many farmers had to eart water
for distanees ranging up to 20 miles from a
railway. The time has come when the Gov-
croment should realise the sericusness of
water carting and should endeavour to over-
ccme this big expenditure of effort which in
money must represent thousands of pounds
caclk summer. T am not here to ventilate any
grievance in behalf of the farmers. On the
whele they Tave done well and there ave few
complaints to make, but 1 repeat that, if we are
going to settle that big area at present lying
unoceupied, water supplies must be provided,
and to provide them thousands of pounds
must be expended. It would be impossible
for any farmer to establish himself on vacant
Crown iands umless the Government pro-
vided a water rupply. The farmer could not
meet tis want by his own cfforts. The Gov-
cerament should realise the noble efforts made
hy the farmers to help themselves, and the
time has arrived when they should liberally
assizt the farmers, not by means of loans, but
by means of establishing reservoirs to ensure
permanent supplies. [t is regrettable that
the migrants coming to Western Australia
are not all of the type we desire, but that is
only to he expected. It is impossible to ob-
tain fram the Ol Country anything like the
number of migrants required and all of the
proper type. These men, however, are will-
ing to work. As an employer T adinit that
one-half of the migrauts voming here need
to be taught. When we employ farm hands
who know their work, they can be sent out
with a team or a machine or an axe and
trusted to do their work without supervision,
hut the neweomers need to be trained; they
lack a knowledge of loeal conditions. Soldier
settlement in this State has undonbtedly bee_n
very unsatisfactory, T heard it stated this
afternoon fhat some of the soldiers’ proper-
ties had heen over-capitalised. Tt is not so
mueh 2 question of over-eapitalisation as of
heing ealled upon to pay the interest charges
almost immediately, Tn a few instances the
scheme is working satisfaetorily, but in the
majority of cases it is working unsatisfac-
torily because of the enlls made upon the re-
sources of these men right from the outsoct.
Those wha wore responsible for the scheme
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failmd to realise that after a man las taken
up laml or has been settled on an improved
holding, there have to be met a muititude of
expvnses whivh amount to a considerable su.
Lo cpmder Tt o osettler iy gt a rea-onable
retore, e must have more eapital than is
provided ynder the seheme.  Tre remedy is
tn orant o liberal periol free of interest.
Thi~ T co-td e <hould be five vears at the
very leu-!,  The Govermuent should have a
peoper Dmquiry made into the existing state
of affairs so that the soldiers might he given
relicf.

Licut,s o', Denton: Have you rearld the re-
pe1t of the cununission?

Mr, FIESSE: Yes, and 1 consider the com-
mi~~ion should have fixed o term. 1 am in-
for ced that it wosll be impossible (o specify
4 term.

Mr. Corboy: Of conrse it s,
overy eose viariew,

Mp PIESSE: T have read the report of the
commission’s  findine as  published in the
FEWst Aretralian,™’

Mr. Corhay: Wiat the *‘ West Australian’’
published 4id not refleet the rommission’s re-
port at all

Mr. PIES=E:
ret nrt.

Mr. Underwood: Buy the ** Daily News.™'

Mr. PIESSE: T lave not had an oppor-
tubiry to read the full report, but T hope it
sugyests a selution of the difficulty.

Capt. Carter: Perhaps the “‘ Primary Pro-
dueetr™” will print it

Mr. PIERSE: I hope relief will be given
te the soldier <ettlers, because they includo
mzty good and solid men.

Mr. Uniderwood: Why not et the roport?
Whr speak before you have read it!

Mr. PIESSE: T understand  that  the
Conmission did not recommend any period.

Mr. Corboy: Do you selanit that it is pos-
sible to do so in view of the variety of enses?

Mr, Underwood:  Until yon have read the
report, do not assert anything.

M. PIESSE:  The member for Pilbara
{Mr, TUpdersool) will have an opportunity
to speak presently. I trust that these ¢ases
will he dealt with on their merits and that
the merits will be tnlly considered.

{upt, Carter: Specin]l inquiry was made
intn every case.

Mr. Underwood:
the report.

Mr. PlE=sE: Every case is supposed to
havs been denlt with on its merits and vet
tle commission suggest that the soldiers
shorld continue as hefore, Have unt the
Govroment written off hundreds of pounds
in resueet of land clearing?

Mr. Underwood: N,

My, PIESSE: The Premier told us that
£6 vt £7 per acre had been writfen off in some
instaners,  Yeb the member for Pilbara de-
nie- it. He seems to know very little ahout
it.

My, Underwood: Yon ought to read the
earaiivsion s report hefore speaking.

My, PIERSE: The member for Pilbarn de-
nics the Premier’s statement. Anyhow, the

Practically

Then 1 shall read the full

For Heaven's sake read
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position of the soldier settlers demands in-
mediate reliel.,  There shoull be a period of
five years frec of iuterest.

Mr. Underwood: Read the report.

Mr. PIESSE: Another seerion of peopie
or t v Janwl that findl themselves in an un-
satisraetary  position are the froitgrowers,

Fnurmouy qeantities of friit have been ox-
ported unid have shown n very small margin
o profit, The Commissioner of Railways s
seeit fit to pront some slight relivE in the
matter of railage.  Ten  years ago I de-
sparelind to the goldfields many hundreds of
rases of tenit at a railage cost of about G154,
per ease. To-day it costs about ls. 2d. under
the goods rate—miore than double. The ‘om-
missioner says he is desirous of encouraging
the consumpition of fruit and, with this abjeet
in view, Ye is willing to earry it at a flat
rate of 1s. Gd. per ease.

\r, Marshall: What do you imagine the
grovers pay tor the transport of stock from
the Murehison?

Mr. SPEAKEHR: Order!

Mr, PIESSE: The flat rate of 1a. 6d. is a
fairly  reasonable  coneession, hut  over
short distances the rtote s of very little
us; in faet it means a less. I un-
deratond  we were to have a flat rate for
dinp or Aat cases of 1s., whkich would ecn-
courige the consmnption of fruit in various
parts of the State. There should also be a
half rate for half cases. A fuil-sized ease is
gunerally more thun one household can take.

The Minister for Mines: You will want a
flat rate tor a single oranpge direetly.

AMr. PTESRE: If we could get that, the
fruitgrowers wouiid be able to get rid of fruif
in smaller parcels. The same principle should
be adupted in regard te fruit despatehed in
bullk.

The Minister for Mines: The question of a
flut rate was not the principal item. Tt would
not make inuch difference if we had a lower
hrlk rate. The trouble is to get the people
to take the fruit,

Mr. Underwood: It is a guestion of what
Monger wants.

AMr, PIESSE: A lower rate would make all
the differimee.

Mr. Underwood: It would make no differ-
ence to Monger.

Mr. PIESSE: I cannot continue my re-
mavks with Mr. Monger's name flying ronnd
g0 often. [ ask youn, Sir, to assist me to con-
tinve my spoev’,

Mr, SPEAKER: Urder!

Mr. PIERSE: T regret the Government
hase net established vine group settlements,
There i< no industry for which this Steate,
with its zood rainfall and exeellent elimatic
coniditions, is mote suited than the vine grow-
ing indnstry.  Sonth Australin admits that
the Western Awpstrialian currant is cqual to
their liest,

Ar. Marshall: Are they any better julees
than we are!

Alr. PIESSE: They are large consumers
of the Western Anstralian product. The re-
turns per acre from this industry are hiuh,
anil the prospects for new settlers are good.
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If the Government would establish some of
these settlements, it would prove to the people
how profitable an industry this is. To pro-
duce currants in Western Australia costs
about half what it does in Mildura and
South Austrdlia. The cost of planting in
this State is less than half what it is in
these other places, and the price of land here
suitable for the purposc is less than £5 an
acres as compared with £30 an acre over
there.

Mr. O’Loghlen: QGive us vour idea about
-amall heldings of 80 aecres,

Mr. PIESSE: That matter has been so
frequently discussed in this Chamber that we
bhecome weary of the subject, Doces the hon,
member vefer tu group scttlements?

Mr, O'Loghlen: I am thinking of your dis-
triet.

Mr. PIESSE: There is no hetter district
than the Toodyay for the small holder. Land
is  eonstantly changing hands there, and
numerous small holdings are being  estab-
lished.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What is the size of these
small farms?

Mr, PIESSE: We have been told that the
Buckland estate has not received the patron-
age the Government expected for it

AMr, Underwood: The purchase price was
too high.

Mr. PIESSFE: The reason is that the hold-
irgs are too small, namcly aboiit G0 acres
ench. My adviée to the Government has al-
ways been to subdivide into lollings of mot
less than 100 acres.

Mr. Mann: PFor vine growing?

Mr. PIESSE: The lWoldings should not be
lese than 100 acres for vine growing, so that
the scitler may embark upon the dairying in-
dustry as well. Had the State been cut into

larger holdings it would have been better for

all concerned. 1 know of one man, however,
who has done exceedingly well upon a holding
of 84 acres. He lives in the Toodyay district.
In the course of the last 14 years he has been
able to place to his credit over a thousand
pounds. He is producing trussed hay and
ocats for racing stables. Ie is now increns-
ing the size of his orchard and is doing well.
I am a smal-holding man, Seéttlers should
do well with 100 or 200 acres in a suitable
locality. What more could man desire than
.2 comfortable home, paid for in full, and
proceeds sufficient to keep himself and his
family? So long as I am a member of this
Chamber my slogan will be ‘‘water, water,
water’’ for the wheat belt, When we can
get water into the wheat belt we should have
an immensely improved position in this State.

Mr. HUGHES (FEast Perth) [8.10]: It
has beer said to-night that e ought to be
fair. It is time the Country Party govern-
ment administering the State meted out jus-
tice to the metropolitan area. As they are
nominated by the Country Party executive,
everything they do is for the ecountry areas.
No regard is nad for the requirements of the
metropolitan area.

[ASSEMBILY.]

Mr, Lathaw: You are getting all the
tramways yon want.
My, Clydesdale:

ahout?

Mr. A, Thomson: You got the Como tram-
way.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier informed a
deputation that the Lord street-Maylands
tramway extengion would be built. This was
like some of the jobs he promised the nnem-
pioyed; if they lived long cmough, they
would probahly got them.

Capt. Carter: The member for North-East
Fremantle said to-night the Government were
doing too much in the matter of water sop-
Py,

Mr. HUGHES: In the metropolitan area?

Capt. Carter: Yes,

Mr. HUGHES: The
have misunderstood him,

Capt. Carter: You were not in the House.

Mr. HUGHES: T doubt if the hon, mem-
Iner would take the view that the Government
were deing too mueh in the matter of water
supplies,

Capt. Carter: The member for North-Easgt
Fremantle said that. There is no cohesion in
sour ranks. You arve net pulling together,

Mr. HUGHES: Perhaps we are not as
well disciplined as some of the parties in this
House. The Speech said that a large proporv-
tion of the deficit was due to loss on the
railway workings, and that the gross profit
fromn the railways was £675,517. If we in-
vlude intevest, £766,000, and contributions to
sinking fund, £126,000, we find a deficit on
railway working of £216,483. The Commis-
sioner of Railways has furnished the House
wilh a tabulated statment showing fon wmile-
agpe statistics for various years. The ton
mileage is shown for various elasses of mer-
chandise carried over the railways, and the
averige cariings are shown as 2,02 per mile.
The high vates refer to passenger traffic, and
the lowest to fertilisers. The rate per ton
wile on tertilisers is 53, slightly over 14d.
per ton per mile. This is 134d. below the
average rate, or 23 per cent. of the normal
rafe whieh should Dbe charged for freights,
The ton mileage of fertilisers earried quring
the year was 15,732,837, The allowance
vwhich has bean made to farmers on that item
amounts to £98,000. Then we have the item,
wheat. The average rate for this is 2.2, The
ton mileage for the year is 40,652,597, That
is practically 1d. per ton per mile helow the
average rate, or a saving to the farmers on
that account of £133,000.

My, A. Thomsom: And what is the next
heaviest tonnage.

Mr., HUGHES:
the rates.

Mr. A, Thomson:

What are you talking

hon. member musg

I am dealing now with
The other does not suit

you,

Mr, HUGHES: I will read the whole re-
turn, if the hon. member desires it. The
whole return is an indication of conecessions
given to the agrieultural industry.

Mr. Clydesdale: How does it compare with
the other States?
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Mr. HUGHES: Very badly.

The Minister for Mines: What do you sug-
gest?

Mr. HUGHES: Tf the Minister will pos-
sess himself in patience for a while, I will
tell him. Those two items of concession to
farmers in railway freights amount to
£233,000, or £17,000 morc than the actual
shortage on railway working. 1 am not one
of those who are hostile to the farming in-
dustry. I know very well that the farming
industry is cssential to the State. I agree
that struggling farmers should be given every
pessible assistance,

Mr. Latham: How are you going to dis-
eriminate !

Mr, HUGHES: } would go further than
the hon, member interjecting.  We have heard
quite a lot aboui the man whoe s Mazing the
track in the agricultural areas. But there
are men out biazing the track as well as the
agriculturists. | consider that the labourcrs
who do the elearing are pionvers just as much
as the farmer who owns the property,

Mr. Lathawi: Admittedly so.

Mr. HUGIES: Tbere are certainly fome
farmers who need all the assistance that the
State can give them, but there must be a
buge number of prosperouws farmers as well.

Mr. Lathum: Do you know many of them?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes; ihe hon. member in-
terjecting is one.

Mr. Latham: We know one of them whoe
is attached to your party, and who is very
prosperous indeed.

Hon. P, Collier:
all poor?

Mr, HUGHES: T helieve that if we could
afford it, we would all be wise to have farms.
To show the degree of prosperity existing
amongst the farmers, one has only to turn up
the income tax statisties, The wage worker
and the salaried man, inelnding the men an
the highest salaries, pay on an average in-
come of £225 a vear. Yot the average in-
come of farmers is £339, or two and a half
times the average income of wage workers
and salaried men.

Mr. A, Thomson:
munity we are.

Mr, HEGHES: Tt poes to shaiv that,
whilst there are some struggling farmers in
the State, 3 large number no doubt, there
must alse be a considerable number of pros-
perous farmers, in order to get an average
income s0 large relatively to the average in-
come of wagre workers and salaried men,

Mr. Underwood: Why don't the wage
workers take farms!?

Mr. HUGHES: It is not everyone who
can be suecessful on a farm, T believe the
hon. member, while on a farm, made a salary.
I may ask whai the hon. member has doune
with the farm? The income tax figures
stow that the farmers are heeoming more
prosperous from year to year. The average
figures for the last three years are £349, £386,
and £539, showing an average increase in two
vears of £90. In view of these figures there
shonld be a reconsideration of the method of

Pid you think we were

What a prosperous com-
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giving assistance to struggling farmers. A
farmer who is earning £10 per week, after
having been helped to prosperity by the
State, should pay the proper freights over
the railways. The time has gone when that
man is entitled to ask of the metropolitan
arca and other parts of the State quarter
rates for railway carvinge, [ believe the bulk
of the prosperous farmers would realise the
justice of that claim.

Capt. Carter: Put that up to conference
atied sce how you get an.

Mr. BUGHES: 1t is time there was o
tittle comsideration for the metropolitan arca
from the farming ¢ommanity, The member
for York (Mr. Latham) asked how the neces-
sary diserimination could be effeeted, T hold
thut it wounld be eusy to give concession rates
te those farmers whost incomes are below a
cortain amount. Lt would be #n casy matter
tor the Commmissioner of Taxation to issue to
a farmer a certificate stating that his income
for the previous yenr had bevn less than, say,
€3 poer week. The farmer then, on consigning
or recetving goods, could produce that certi-
ficate to the Railway Departmeni and so ob-
titin the reduced rate. Or a bonus could be
given to the farmer at the end of the year
if his income hiad been below a cortain amount.
SBurely there ir suflicient ingenuity in Min-
istevs, or else in their staffs, to devise ways
anil means of granting sueh a concession to
fariners who need it, instead of pursuing the
present pan of granting the concession to
every tarmer, whether he be one like Mr,
Hedges, with 25,000 aeres and a tremendous
income, or a struggling farmer.

The Minister for Mines: You are building
np a nice lot of trouble for the next Minister
for Railways.

Mr. HUGHES: After the general election
the new Minister for Railways will deal with
the matter.

The Minister for Mines: But I do not think
you should make his task guile so hard.

Mr, HUGHES: it does not speak well for
the ingenuity of Ministers if they cannot tolve
a little problem like that. There is one matter
of vital impaortance to the inctropolitan aren to
which the Governor’s Speech makes no refer-
enee, although a Government supporter en-
deavoured to pallinte the omission by alluding
to the suhject. In the metropolitan area we
are suffering from one thing in particutar, and
that is a severe epidemic of extreme land-
lordism. Throughout the ¢ity and the sulme-
ban areas there has heen an cpidemic of rent
raising. In order to shew the extent of it, and
the avarice of the averaze landlord, T chall
give the House the benefit ¢f one partienlar
vase which hasg eome under my wotice. T refer
to the serics of shops known as Baird’s Ar-
cade, in the cenire of the c¢itv. This is a
tvpical ease.  As hon. members no doubt are
aware, Bairl’s Arcade is simply a lean-to
placed on each side of the patsage from Hay-
street to Muorray-street. [t is snbdivided, not
bv proper walls, but simply by partitions about
Gft. high, scparating shop from shop, Recently
this property was purchased by Brennans,
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Ltd., who are nothing morc or Fess than Mr.
James Brennan trading under that name. For
what purpore he so trades I do not knew, but
1 will give some information which may en-
lighten hon. members on the subject. Mr, Bren.
nan has seen fit to turn himself into a limited
liability company.

The Minister for Mines:
his health, probahly.

Ar. HUGHES: |
to  read out the

FFor the good of

think it worth while
list of shareholders.
The ecompany is divided into 63,000 £1
shares, of which James Brennan owns
33,500, Mrs. Bremnan 6,250, and eight
little Bremnana a total of 18,750 be
tween them.  Mr. Brennan and his wife and
eight children, out of the 63,000 shares, own
58,500, Then there is one Lovell holding 2,000
shares, and one Ahern and one Deans, owning
1,000 eacl, and one Buorkitt who owns 500
shares, Only 4,300 of the shares are not held
by Mr. Brennan himself, or his wife, or his
children. The articles or associaticn provide
that at a meeting of sharchoiders there shall
be one vofe one share. So that Mr. Brennan,
with his personal 33,500 votes, has n majority.

The Minister for Mines: That is hetter than
the mayor of Perth.

Mr. HUGHES: My, Brennun has more than
half the shares, but, to make doubly sure, the
artieles of association provide that he shall
exereise the votes for the eight children. Thus
there is no chance whatever of any other
sharchelder having a say. Mr. Brennan pur-
chased Baird’s Arcade for £43,000, and im-
miediately notified the tenants of altered con-
ditious. One lady was oecupying threo win-
dows, for which she paid a weekly rental of
30s. each, or £4 10s. in all. He notified her
that in future her rent would be £4 for each
windosw, or £12 per week. Thus her rent was
raised at one swoop from £4 10s. per week to
£12. Further, notwithstanding the faet that
the 1ady had been eight years in the business
and had worked wp n goodwill, notwithstand-
ing the faet of her having been eight years
a tenant, he called upon her to pay an ingoing
of £100 per window,

Mr. Clydesdale: Did she show any profit?

Mr. Stubbs: Ts vour information correct?

Mr. HUGHES: T can verify it for the hon,
member if he cares to be at the trouble.

The Minister for Mines: Would von ditcuss
the matter with Mr. Brennan®

Mr. HUGHES: 7 did disenss it with him,
and he said it was time Bolgheviks like me got
out of the country. The only reply T conld
give to that was, *“ You ave an lvishman, and
T have often wondered why my arcestors used
to deal so harshly with landlords, but yvou have
furnished me with the information.”” Now,
had Mr. Brennan suceeeded in getting
his ingoing and hiz rentals, the terms
of the new leases were to be £4 per
window on the western side and £3 per
window on the eastern side, with ingoings
af £100 per window on the western side, and
of £75 por window on the eastern side. Had
that little game come off, Mr. Brennan would
have reeeived hack fhe total amount expended
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in purchase money, £48,000, in four years’
time by means nf the rentals and ingaing.
Furely g lamdlord who wants to invest £4h,000
in ity propecty and aims at getting back the
whole of his eapital eost in four years, i- an
extremist in the most extreme rense.  Surely
there should he some law to protect tenants
from exploitation of that deseription. i,
Brennan's deal did not come off. Some of
the tenants interviewed me and we held a
meeting to discuss the position. [ saw Mr.
Brennan and, as the law was a1l on his side,
the only thing we could do was te tell him
that if he did not ndopt n wmore reasonable
attitude we would work up an  agitation
against him and his husiness.  After a long
discussion he agreed to forego the ingoing
and the levy of £100 per window; but he was
not going to do anything more. After fur-
ther negotiations, however, in the conrse of
which tle ienants stood firm, 'wel*finhlly got
him to reduce the rent to £3 53, per window
on the western side and to £2 15s. on the
eastern side. 1t must bhe remembered that ull
the tenants T refer to are struggling for a
Jiving in a small way. Five or six of them
are returned soldiers, for whom Mr, Brennan
was most solicitous. Even with the redueed
charges [ have quoted, Mr. Brennan will get
a return of between 17 and 20 per eent. pro-
fit, and within a space of five or six vears he
will get back the whole of his £43,000. Suvely
it is time this House took some action to save
tenants from ramps of this character!

Houn. P. Collicr: Rents throughout the
city have been going up in the same wav and
the public have to pay in the long run.

My, HUGHES: While Brennan’s is the
worst ease—if hon, members are doubtful
ahout the fizures, anyv one of the tenants oe-
cupying shops in the areade will show them
what sort of accommeodution they get for the
money they have to pay—we should remem-
her we have a remedy.  Every decent minded
person shonld pass by Brennan’s windows, A
man who is not fair and square should not
get publie support at all. That wonld pnt
such jcople in a reasonable frame of mind.
With the law on their side, they take ad-
vantage of their position and squeeze people
out of their living, destroying businesses
which have taken xears to build up. A little
further down May-street another business man
wns paying £33 per weck. plus rates and
taxes, for a mere shell. Eighteen months be-
fore the espiration of his lease he was in-
formed that he would bhe given a rencwal. Te
was put off from time to time, however, until
a month hefore the lease expired he was in-
formed that his rent would be increased to
£45 per weck, plus rates and taxes. The re-
sult of the rajueity of that landlord is that
the tenant, after working for 23 vears in
Woestern Australia, is praeticaily rnimed he-
eanse of the exorbitant demands made upon
him. That man weunt to the goldfields in the
enrlv davs and as a result of his lahours,
saved £5,000, He horrowed another £3,000 to
invest in the business in Iay-street and he
has been working hard to keep his family
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After all this, he is confronted with
ruin, Arvowt the corage there is another pro-
verty- an hon, anember of the Legislative
Council is voreerued in this—ansl the rent has
been raised feom £3 105 to £5 per week, A
Jittle turther on there is a chemist whose rent
has heen raised from £16 to £24 per week,
and in Murray-street the rent of a warchouse
has been inereased from £30 to £10 per week,

Mr. Btubbw: T den’t knew how they can
stand it.

Hon, 1. Cellier:  The money that peopie
have (o jay {ar the cereased rent Bs addald to
the price of goods

Mr. HUGHER:  Peaple who are running
simalb Drsinesses are bein apeezed ot of
existence,  Most of fhem are doing little bet.
ter than vettiug n decent living, and with the
increased  rentals they will be deprived of
their besinesses. o Baird s Areeds one man,
whe was a erippled returned soldier, ha!l to
go.  He had invested all his woney in the
businers Fat the takings wonld not wavrant
his paying the increaserd rent, and he had to
lose all.

My, Manu: Are vou referring to a con-
foctioner?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes,

Mr. Mann: He sold out very well,

Mr. HUGHES: 1t was a foreed sale.
If we go out inte the suburb: we find ihat,
owing to the war period, and the action of
the {rovernment in ceasing to ereet workers'
homes, there is a shortaze in house accommo-
datioun, and property owners who have dwel-
lings to lease have not been salaw to take
advantage of the position by inercasing renis.
When { eawe to Perth in 1911 1 had to find
a house for the accommodation of my people.
Houses were =0 rearce that in order to secure
one at the iwttom of Adelaide-terrace I have
to pay a week’s rent in advauce to get pos-
gession of the property. | had to pav 1is.
Gd. per week rent, which was considered
enormous i those days. I made inquiries at
the same house a few dave agoe and T aseer-
tained that the rent 13 now 27s. 6. per woek.
T also ascertained that the lady, who is
occupying the house at present, had to pay
£60 ingoing. The house was advertised to
let and the advertisement set out that the
tenant should buyv the furniture, which was
valued at €60, The lady told me that she
took over £30 worth of furniture, and, in
effect, had to pay £30 for the keyx for the
privilege of taking the house at a rental of
27s. Gd. per week! During the last 12 vears
the only repairs to the house were repre-
sented by the cxpenditure of between £10
aml £29 for painting. When [ spoke about
the exorbitint ckarge for ingoing, I was in-
formed that it was a eomparatively cheap
house, considering the others that had heen
offered to lwr. Hon, members represenfing
metropolitan constituencics know that these
casps ean be verified and that there are mary
such eases on reecord,  There are many in-
stances of cxtreme landlordism that can be
verified. Right in the Leart of my own elee-
torate there are several terraees, ecach erom-
prising seven or eight houses, the frontage

going.

for each house being 13 fect. Ten years ngo
the reit was fixed at ¥s. a week, and for those
premizes now the vecupants have to pay from
ios, to 19, 4 woek, The lundlerds absalotely
refuse to do anvthing in the shape of repairs
ty those huildings. Tne untertunate oceu-
pants are compelled to take the houses Dbe-
cause they are the cheapest available. al-
though they are forced to pay 1¥s. for houses
that she I he condemned by the municipal
authoritie~ at onee,  When the Preomier, in
reply 10 o qiiestion, intermed the House chat
it was nwet 1.¢ hntention of 1the Government
te bring torward legisiation to set np a fair
rents court, he showed o total disreganl for
the urgent reguitements of e metropolitan
urca.  Not only in the eity fut in the =ubur.
ban areas, rack renting Hndlonds are making
the position unbearable for people. The time
has arrived when  the Government  shonkd
bring forward legislation to place some re
sirietion~ upon lundlords, bevanse just now
there is a temporary buitding boom. We have
heurd a fot about inability to secure the ser-
vices of bricklnyvers and artisans generally in
the buikling trade. Withia the last 12 months
S0 jer ot of those enpaged in the building
trades have boeen unemploved,

Mr. A, Thomson: That is nonsense,
HBNOT prove it

Mr. HUGHES: We can prove the state-
ment,  Within the last 12 or 18 wmonths 1
introduced a depotation fo the Premivr, [t
was representative of the huilding trades. We
appealed to him te make more oney avail-
able for (he ercetion of workers’ homes in
the meiropolitan area to give some rclief to
those men.  To-duy tie building trade is
exeeedingly aetive. in conssquence of which
if the Government recommenced the ereetion
of workers' homes here, they would not be
able to find labour to go on with the work
immediately.  RKnowing that there 35 no
possiliility of getting relief oy wuy of in-
ereased housing accommaodution to meet the
city s renuirements for the next 10 vears at
least, it is the duly of the Governmeat, in
fairness tn the people of the metropalitun
area, to impose restrictions which will protect
pueple from the ravages uf unfair landlord-
ism. There is ane other matter that présses
very heavily on those who rent premises. [
refrr to the method the municipal authorities
are ohliged to adopl in  levying rates,
For manv vears we have heen advocat-
ing an alteration in  the rating system
from the improved fo the unimproved
hasia, Everyone secins to he in favour of the
proposed alteration, A1l the mnnicipal coun-
eils are in favour of the ajteration, and cvery
member of Parliament [ have spoken to i3
favourable,  We cannet seeure redress, how-
ever, because the Government absolutely re-
fuse to introduce a small amendment to the
Municipalities Aet. The unfortunate citizen
of Perth is btetween the devil apd the deep
sed, what with landierds on one side and the
wuniciral anthorities on the other.  in mak-
ing vp their annual assessments the municipal
auvthorities take the annunal rental valne, the
total rent for the vear and, after making

You
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certain deductions, allow the balance as the
annual value. 8o, if the landlord raigses the
rent, the next time the municipal valuer
eomes Tound he raises the valuation, Directly
that is done, the landlord finds an increase in
hig rating, and he immediately raises the rent
to meet it; with this difference, that if the
increase in the rates amounts to 3d. per week,
he puts up the rent by one or two shillings.
Sa we get o continmal see-saw between the
municipality and the landlord, while the un-
fertunate tenant suffers. [ have an invita-
tion to attend a deputation asking for a tram.
way extension to the Church Lamds estate, hut
T must tell the people who invited e, and
the member for lLecderville (Captr. Carter),
that T Jdo not think the proposed line is war-
ranted.  There ave others wmore urgently
needed,

Capt. Carter: In your clectorate!

Mr. HUGHES: True. The most urgently
requived  line is the extension from Lord-
street up through Maylawds, Behind the Mt
Tawley stution, right along to the Peningnla,
there is an enormous population.  Yet be.
tween 9 aom, and 12 neon there are hut two
traing from Maylands to Perth. It wmeans
that those people are praetically without
transport facilities,

Capt. Carter: You vequive, nof a teamway,
bnt to see the Minister for Railways, aud ask
for more frains,

The Minister for Mines: | think he re-
quires to see beyond the boundaries of his
own clectorate.

Mr. TOGHES: Fram Mt Lawley, where
the Minister lives—he is fortunate enough to
bt independent of Loth trains and trams—
aefter & o’clock there s no train until four
minutes to 10, the wext being at 11.16. There
is uv other until 12 noon.  With practically
no tram service, it wmeans that the people nve
most sericusly ineonvenienced.

Capt, Carter: How far is it ueross to the
Inglewood oxtension !

Mr. HUGHES: Fvom the Peninsula, a
couple of miles.

Capt. Carter: But from the principal resi-
dential avea it iz less than a mile.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not begrudge the hon.
member his tram line, if he ean get it, but
what I believe he will get is merely a promise.

The Minister for Mines: What are you to
have as an election stunt if you get every-
thing now?

Mr. HUGHES: Tor the election we eould
write a little brochure of the history of the
Minister.

The Minister for Mines: You could publish
that, but we could not publish a true ome
about you.

Mr. HUGHES: Ne, it would not be spiey
enough to make good reading. I am sure we
conld compile a good brochure on the Minis-
ter. His photograph on the front page in the
attitude of a tumbler would make the brochure
sell well,

The Minister for Mines: T could ensily
deseribe what you would look like.
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My, HUGHES: Probably the Minister
would wait until I got outside,

The Minister for Mines: No, I should pre-
fer to say it while you were here.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 remember the time when,
perhaps, T should have had the Minister on
my side. I reenll when lhe and Senator
Pearec, addressing a meeting in Lane-street,
Boulder, said—I am noet prepared to state
which one said it—that the man who tfook
rent was a thief. Jt shows what environment
will do. I ¢an remember as a boy 11 years
of age attending the fivst politieal meeting
adidressed by the Minister. 1 believe he had
long period of unemployment ot about thar
time,

My, Marshall: Was that the time he went
ta sleep by the engine?

My, HUGHES: [ helieve it was.

Hon, P, Collier: It was a very eold night.

Mr. TUGHES: There was a time when |
thought wueh better of the Minister than {
it todary.

The Minister for Mines: I am not likely to
Tose any sleep over what you think of me.

Mr. HUGHES: No, the hon. member is
past caring what anybody thinks.

The Minister for Mines: T should not eall
you anyhody.

Mr. HUGHES: A man with such a politi-
cal past has to be pretty strong in his re-
sistanee to public opinion.  Only the other
day & man was telling me of 2 ecountry where
they deal stringently with politiciansg—stand
them against the wall and shoot them. I tolil
him sueh a2 method would be of no use in this
State, hecause the bullets would not be strong
enough.

Mr., A
vou!

Mr. JICGHES: In view of the wretched
railway scrviee, it is time the Government
launehed out on a policy of tramway ex-
tension. Gencrally the people have to walk,
and in consequence the railways lose a lot
of revenue. The Minister, of course, has a
car, onc of the rewards for giving up the
making np of wild statements, such as he
accuses me of doing.

The Minister for Mines: I will give you a
ride home sometimes, if yon behave yourself,
but it will be in the hack seat, for I would
not have you with me in front.

Mr. HUGHES: T will lose nothing by being
kept out of the Minister’s company.

Mr. Angelo: This is not unlike a game of
tennis,

Mr. HUGHES: Tt is time the Government
di@ something for the metropolitan area.
There is urgent nced for tramway extension
so that the people may live in the suburbs.
Tn these days of cxeessive railway fares and
restricted train service, the tendency is to
erowd into the city, for living in the suburbs
makes the eost of transport prohibitive. I
suggest that the Government bring down a
Fair Rents Bill, and extend the tramways,
The Workers’ Homes Act has been the means
of providing homes for men who otherwise
could not have obtained them., That is some-
thing of which members on this side might

Thomson: A sapient remark, for
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well feel proud. Workers' homes which, in
1914, were built for £330, are worth £1,000
today.  Those fortunate enough to secure
workers' home ut from 12s, 6d. to 13s, per
week have houses which they could not rent
at less than 2Jx. weekly; in addition to whici
they are steadily paying off the principal and
arquiring an equity in the property. Not-
withstanding the enormous bhenefits conferred
upon those people, the workers' homes scheme,
as at Juwe, 1921, showed an accumulated
yrrofit of £6,800 besides providing the stato-
tory sinking fund of £8,000. Surely there is
sufficient virtue in such a scheme to induce
the Government to again make it available
to workers in the metropolitan area. In con-
sequence of the closing down of that scheme
nothing has heen done to supply the increas-
ing shortage of houses, There is plenty of
landd available for the purpose, 1f the Gov-
crmment were to resume Cemetery Hill, at
East Perth, and throw it open under the
Workars® Homes Act, they would be as-
tonnded at  the wnumber of applieants for
homes. Thus they would at once relieve the
liomeless and help to bhring down reats in
other parts of the city,

Ar. Marshall: Conld yon guarantee the
foondations on Cemetery Will?

Mr. HUGHES: For years Perth aud other
vittes have been abliged to rate on the im.
proved value, aud as 1 result people have heen
able to hold vacant land for speculative pur-
jroses.  Even in East Perlh some 25 per cent,
oF the land is unoccnpied. Down in the
contre, where we have terraces of cottages
with only 13 feet frontages to each, there are
vast tracts of unoceupied land which has
heen held for the past 60 or 70 years. That
has been possible becanse the owners have
not been obliged to pay their full share of
the muaivipal revenue,  Tu eonsequence the
munieipal conncil has been foreed into an
extravagant  boerrowing policy, noif having
sufficient revenue from legitimafe sonrees.
Last year. out of the loan mouey raised, they
:md to pay %s. in the £ to mect the inferest
ill.

The Minister for Agricalture: Was that
a City Comnenrd?
Me, HUGHES: Yes. When the ratepayvers

«f Perth subserile £1 towards the revenue of
the municipality they get only 12a. worth of
vork. When a municipality is compelled to
finance on theze loans, it is no wonder that
members who own motor cars have such a lot
to say about the bad state of the roads in the
vity of Perth. This is all due to the refusal
of the present and previous Governments to
bring down a small amendment of the Muni-
vipal Corporations Aet to give the necessary
relief. One striking feature in connection
with the system of rating is worth mention-
ing. Waleott-street is the boundary between
the city of Perth aud the Perth Road Board.
On the north side the peopie are rated on the
unimproved system, while on the opposite side
they arc rated on the improved value, A
hcuse of a certain value on the north side
pays less than one half of the rates annually
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that is charged on a house of like value on
the south side. Surely, if the unimproved
system of rating is good emough for the
he:ghts of Mt. Lawley, where the anstocracy
live—among the residemts wre the MMimister
for Railways, the Leader of the Oppesition
and other notables in this House—it should
be good enough for other parts of the City.
A small amendment to the Munieipal Cor-
porations Aet would remedy this inecousist-
eney, but the councils themselves are largely
to blame for its not having been passed. In-
atead of confining their attention to this one
amendment, they generally suggest about 390
uther more or less important amendments,
with the result that none of them are passed.

Mr. Mann: Would you make it mandatery
or optional?

Mr. YUGHES: I would make it manda-
tory, hut I would nol oppose the passage of
the Bill if it were made optional. T under-
stand a meeting wag held in the Town Ha]l
the other night to consider the houging ques-
tion. T received an invitation which informed
we that, while T was invited to attend, it was
not a political matter and polities were to be
strietly harred.

Mr, Mann: You were more fortunate than
1 was; T did not receive an invitation at ail.

Mr. HUGHES: T regarded the invitation
ns one to stay nway. There is another mat-
ter T wish 1o mention in connection with
what I congider is an evasion of income tax
payments by large companies. Under the
Companies Act any five people can float them-
selves into a fimited liability company. As
[ have mentinned in the case of tie Brennans,
it «does not matter whether the five eomprise
the father, mother anid chiidren; they may
stilf take advanlage of limited liability. That
ywovision of fiwe law has much to commend it,
bui at present it is being abused for the pur-
pose of evading the payment of iueome tax.
[ do not wish to feature Mr, Brennan un-
vecessarily, hut, having mentioned him, 1
may as well use hig case for the purpose of
illustration. T cannot ascertain exactly what
he earns, but on his eapital of £38,500, taking
an arbitrary assessment to  illustrate what
these compunies are doing, I shall assume
that he makes 10 per cent. on capital—a very
reasonnble estimate for a Trusiness of the
kind. If Mr. Brennan made 10 per cent. on
£58,000 trading as James Brennan, a private
mdwu’iua] he would be liable under our State
income t:n.at:on to be assessed on £5,850.
Tuder the graduated scale he would pay 2d.
on the first £100, adding .607d. for every
pound above that. This would amount to
33, 6d. in the pound. Un those figures, his
State income tax would amount to £1,030.
Ry floating the buosiness into a cempany and
distributing the shares amongst his wife and
children, it would be posa:hle for him to save
a larpe anmiount in income tax. Holding
33,300 sharcs, he would be liable to 1s. 3d.
dividend duty. If he had any other mecome,
when his income rate execcded 1s. 3d. in the
pound, the anwunt taken from the shares
wonld have to be added to it, and the whole
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lot would be assessed at the new vate. That
rate, taking his portion of the profits as
£3.3530, would be 2s. 0%d. in the pound, so
that e would lie olliged to pay as income
tax on his share and as a private individual
the s of €343, Mrs. Breunan, whe has
pothing at all to do with the business, would
have an income of £625, This would he well
within the hawls of the 1s. 3d. rate and she
weild pay LU The eight children would all
be Pelow the 1x Wl wark and their total in-
cense tax would he €118 Thus, the total in-
eome tax pavitble hy the family would be
£302, whereas James Brenuan, trading as an
infividual, on the same fivures would be ob-
liged to pay €1,030.

Mre. Clvdes lale:
niemhers opposite.

Fon, M, I°, Froy: There s uo necl to fear
that. They da the same thing.

My, HUGITES: The total saving would be
about £328 per annum,  Ag there is a super
tax of 15 per cent., it means that the total
loss to the revinre per annum woulil be £607.
What is the use of our passing taxation legis.
Intion, together with a gradnated seale, to
make people carning lirge sums pay a fair
share of incme tax, if we provide them with
a Companies  Aet which permits them  to
mNry our efierts!  This et is beiang abused
ard the time has arrived when it should be
reconsidered.  All the good work done in the
pret i Leing nullified hy the present abuses,
T! Solicitor General should be - nsked to
Trame amen-iroents to the Companies Act to
prevent an inaividual from trading as 2 com-
pany and thus evading the pavinent of such
a large som ax €600 per anoum.  Mr.
Brennan is net the only one who is doing this
st of thing. T could mention the rames of
fivi er six other people who are trading in
the same way. Tt iz vory unfair that people
in receipt of sraall incomes shouid be obliged
to pay heavy income taxation, while men in
receipt of Targe incomes should he permitted
to evadde thoir responsibilities by recourse to
other legislation.

Me, Marshaill: He is 1ot to blame.

Ap, HUGIIES: Of course not;
¢, et are to hlame,

Mr, A. Thomson: Blame the Government
for evirything! '

Ale, HUGTIES: T wish to reder to one of
the «taple nnlustries of this econtry that is
badly  contrellsl and is controlled for the
benefit of a few: I refer to racing.

My, Angelo: 18 that a staple industey!?

Mr. HUGHES: Tt tiwe control of racing
were vestedd in the wember for Canwing
(My. Olvdesdate) there world be no need
to voiee a complnint of this kind, A good
deal of Aissatisiaetion  exists amongst the
racing traternity

The Minister Yor Agrieniture: About the
t1imi ¢lass piates!

Mr, HUGHES: No, owing to the arbitrury
administration of the W.A, Turf Club. The
Trrf lub have complete control of racing,
ol althengh | do not frequent tlue raees

You are edueating hon.

the Gov-
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now-~I have learned the lesson that puaters
pever  win——

My, Clydesdale: Tt tovk you a long fime to
learn if.

Mr. HUGHES: That is so. There arr
many people whose livelihood iz bound up
in racmg.  There are the trainers; then
there are the jockeys, whose growth has been
stunted from intaney in order to moke light
weights for riding.  These people are entirely
in the hands of the W.A. Tuoxf Club. My
pricvanee against the Club is the star cham-
Bor methods they emy ley.  Quite reeontly, the
Clah told a number of prominent men that
they were worned off the course. They sim-
v osaid, “Yon are warned off; you ciynnot
come on the racecourse.””  These men have
m redress whatever.

Ca; t. Carter: Why were they warned off?

Mr. HUGHUES:  That is the unfortunate
part; when @ man is warned off the course,
he naturally wants to know the reason. How-
uver, there is ne inquiry; no charge is furn-
ished; the man is simply told he is warned
ofl,  Tle cannot get an appeal,

Mr. Marshail: He cannet get a trial, much
less an appeal.

My, HUGHES: That i< ~o. A eriminal is
entitled te huav the charge agninst him, is
given an open trial and permitted to defend
himself.  No matter how bad n criminal is
eonsidered to 1e, the law holds that, until he
is proved puvilty after on open trial where
he hias ample opportunity to defend himself,
he mast be regarded as innocent. Not so the
W.A. Turf Club. To b snspected is to be
guilty.  There is no trial.  Quite recently
several prominent men were ordered off the
vourse,

Nr, Angele: Which course?

Mr. Clydesdale: If yon are warned off
ome course, vor are warned off the lot, =o be
eareful.

Alv, HCGHES: The Tuarf Club would not
state the charges against these men. They
were given no indieation of the reason why
they were warned off. They were not allowed
to appear hefore the committee. There was
no publie trial. Members will agree that if
@ mmorr s ecirculated agninst o ecitizen and
he is warned off a racecourse, the assumption
is that he has dpne sonmiething disercditable;
it is defamatory to his character. The WA,
Tur® ‘luh, ander a threat of exposure, sub-
seqiently lifted the embargo and re-admitted
to the vcourse sohe of the men concerned.
They hove heen acting in suelk a high-handed
wav that it is time the control of racing was
taken out of their hands and placed in those
of un independent hoard. A report may e
sent in to the W,A.T.C. by the club detective,
aml the person concerned is dealt with by
the committee without any publie inquiry, or
without his being given a cehance of facing
his pecuser.  The avensed person eannnt erove-
cxamine vpon the matter contained in the do
teefive s report.

Capt. Carter: Mach gond might rosalt Ly
certain people heing kept off the conrse,
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Mr, HUGHES: I agree that the controi-
ling bedy should be allowed to kecp certain
people_away, but before a man is deemed to
be undesirable the charge against him should
be set out in black and white and he should
bhe given a full and complete trial.

Capt. Carter: Are not the courses private
property?

My, HUGHES: The headquarters course
is publie property, and the control of racing
is vested in the W.AT.C, by legislative en-
actment. Jockey boys hegin their training at
the age of 14 or 13

Capt. Carter: I think the courses are pri-
vate property.

Hon, P. Collicr: The W.AT.(", course is
not.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tt does wot make any
difference.  They are under control just the
same,

Mr. HUGITES:  Jockex boys are purposely
stunted in growth in order that they may ride
at light weighte.  When they are precluded
irom riding iheir livelihood is gone. “When
a boy is disqualified he cannot readily take
o wther worl,  [le is physieally unfit for
hard work, and the knowledze he gains in
horseracing is of iittle use to him elsewhere.

Capt. Carter:  Are the boys disqualified
without a trial?

Mr. HCGHES: Yes. Quite recently three
or four boys went up for their licenses, but
thevy were told these would not be renewed.
They had no chance of defending themselves.
If they did wrong the eharges should have
been set ont, and the lads should have heen
given a chance to Jdefend themselves. Let us
have public inquiry into these matters, Tf
boys arc guilty of malpractiec on the course,
let them he disqualified from attending there.
I have no sxmpathy with the wrongdoer, with
the hoy who commits malpractices, or the
trainer who assists, but every tadividual is en-
titled to a fair and epen trial.

Capt. Carter: Have you
npinion on the matter?

Mr. HUGHES: One can always get two
opinions en any lepal matter. Very often the
hoys have no money with which to go to law.
The control of racing should be vested in a2
hoard, on which the jockey boys, trainers and
owners as well as the public and the Govern-
ment might be represented. The worst sean-
fdals connceted with the course are due to the
actions of those who are well in the play.

Mr. Clydesdale: There are no seandals in
Tacing.

Mr. HUGIHES: There should be more
democratie control of racing. Every person
charged should be given a fair trial and an
opportunity to defend himself. Tf the right
ihat is given to an ordinary eriminal is given
tn one of these racing people, he should he
satisfied with the result. As thines are, a
man is brought hefore the commitice, one
member of which may have a personal dis-
itke towards him, and be the means of ruin-
iz the man’s reputation. It is injurious to
one's character to be warned off a racecourse,
the assnmption being that if 2 man has not
done something wrong he would not be penal-
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ised. Parliament should {ake more interest in
the control now being exercised by the
W.ATC, and demand that every persnn
dealt with should he properly heard and pro-
perly tried.

On wotion by My,
Joorae !
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Address-In-repty, tith day

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-ni, and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE ENTERPRISES.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, What was the Dr.or Cr. state
of the prefit and loss acconnts for the yesr
erdings 30tk June last of the folloWwhiy under-
tnkings:  PBoya Quarry, State Brickworks,
Rtate Tmplement Works, State Steamships,
Stute  Sawmills, Goldfields Water Supply,
Brookton Water Supply, Collie Water Sup-
ply, Cue Water Supply, Bridgetown Water
Supply, Dangin Water Supply, Derlyy Water
Supply, CGeraldton Water Supply, Harvey
Water Sopplv, Leenors Water Sopply, Meeka-
tharra Water Supply, Menzies Water Supply,
Ora Banda Water Supply, Pingelly Water
Sup-ly, Torbay Drainage, other minor works,
as shown on page 83 of Parliamentary Paper
No. 26 of 19227 2, Have interest, sinking
fund, aml deprecintien heen taken into ae-
count in each instance! 3, Tf not, in what
instances are there omissions?

The MTINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
pliml:  The information asked for will be
supplied by way of a return as sonn as pos-
sif le.

QUESTION—RATI.WAY ROLLING
STOCK.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, How many railway trucks,
carriages, and locomotives have been phced



